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Abstract

We consider the sample complexity of learning
with adversarial robustness. Most prior theoretical
results for this problem have considered a setting
where different classes in the data are close to-
gether or overlapping. We consider, in contrast,
the well-separated case where there exists a clas-
sifier with perfect accuracy and robustness, and
show that the sample complexity narrates an en-
tirely different story. Specifically, for linear clas-
sifiers, we show a large class of well-separated
distributions where the expected robust loss of any
algorithm is at least Ω( dn ), whereas the max mar-
gin algorithm has expected standard loss O( 1

n ).
This shows a gap in the standard and robust losses
that cannot be obtained via prior techniques. Ad-
ditionally, we present an algorithm that, given
an instance where the robustness radius is much
smaller than the gap between the classes, gives a
solution with expected robust loss is O( 1

n ). This
shows that for very well-separated data, conver-
gence rates of O( 1

n ) are achievable, which is not
the case otherwise. Our results apply to robust-
ness measured in any `p norm with p > 1 (includ-
ing p =∞).

1. Introduction
Motivated by the use of machine learning in safety-critical
settings, adversarially robust classification has been of much
recent interest. Formally, the problem is as follows. A
learner is given training data drawn from an underlying
distribution D, a hypothesis classH, a robustness metric d,
and a radius r. The learner’s goal is to find a classifier h ∈ H
which has the lowest robust loss at radius r. The robust loss
of a classifier is the expected fraction of examples where
either f(x) 6= y or where there exists an x′ at distance
d(x, x′) ≤ r such that f(x) 6= f(x′). Robust classification

*Equal contribution 1University of California, San Diego
2University of Wisconsin-Madison. Correspondence to: Robi
Bhattacharjee <rcbhatta@eng.ucsd.edu>.

Proceedings of the 38 th International Conference on Machine
Learning, PMLR 139, 2021. Copyright 2021 by the author(s).

thus aims to find a classifier that maximizes accuracy on
examples that are distance r or more from the decision
boundary, where distances are measured according to the
metric d.

In this work, we ask: how many samples are needed to learn
a classifier with low robust loss whenH is the class of linear
classifiers, and d is an `p-metric? Prior work has provided
both upper (Yin et al., 2019; Dan et al., 2020) as well as
lower bounds (Schmidt et al., 2018; Dan et al., 2020) on
the sample complexity of the problem. However, almost
all look at settings where the data distribution itself is not
separated – data from different classes overlap or are close
together in space. In this case, the classifier that minimizes
robust loss is quite different from the one that minimizes
error, which often leads to strong sample complexity gaps.
Many real tasks where robust solutions are desired however
tend to involve well-separated data (Yang et al., 2020), and
hence it is instructive to look at what happens in these cases.

With this motivation, we consider in this work robust clas-
sification of data that is linearly r-separable. Specifically,
there exists a linear classifier which has zero robust loss
at robustness radius r. This case is thus the analog of the
realizable case for robust classification, and we consider
both upper and lower bounds in this setting.

For lower bounds, prior work (Cullina et al., 2018) shows
that both standard and robust linear classification have VC-
dimension O(d), and consequently have similar bounds on
the expected loss in the worst case. However, these results
do not apply to this setting since we are specifically consid-
ering well-separated data, which greatly restricts the set of
possible worst-case distributions. For our lower bound, we
provide a family of distributions that are linearly r-separable
and where the maximum margin classifier, given n indepen-
dent samples, has error O(1/n). In contrast, any algorithm
for finding the minimum robust loss classifier has robust
loss at least Ω(d/n), where d is the data dimension. These
bounds hold for all `p-norms provided p > 1, including
p = 2 and p = ∞. Unlike prior work, our bounds do not
rely on the difference in loss between the solutions with op-
timal robust loss and error, and hence cannot be obtained by
prior techniques. Instead, we introduce a new geometric con-
struction that exploits the fact that learning a classifier with
low robust loss when data is linearly r-separated requires
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seeing a certain number of samples close to the margin.

For upper bounds, prior work (Yin et al., 2019) provides
a bound on the Rademacher complexity of adversarially
robust learning, and show that it can be worse than the
standard Rademacher complexity by a factor of d1/q for `p-
norm robustness where 1/p+ 1/q = 1. Thus, an interesting
question is whether dimension-independent bounds, such as
those for the accuracy under large margin classification, can
be obtained for robust classification as well. Perhaps sur-
prisingly, we show that when data is really well-separated,
the answer is yes. Specifically, if the data distribution is
linearly r + γ-separable, then there exists an algorithm that
will find a classifier with robust loss O(∆2/γ2n) at radius
r where ∆ is the diameter of the instance space. Observe
that much like the usual sample complexity results on SVM
and perceptron, this upper bound is independent of the data
dimension and depends only on the excess margin (over
r). This establishes that when data is really well-separated,
finding robust linear classifiers does not require a very large
number of samples.

While the main focus of this work is on linear classifiers,
we also show how to generalize our upper bounds to Kernel
Classification, where we find a similar dynamic with the
loss being governed by the excess margin in the embedded
kernel space. However, we defer a thorough investigation
of robust kernel classification as an avenue for future work.

Our results imply that while adversarially robust classifi-
cation may be more challenging than simply accurate clas-
sification when the classes overlap, the story is different
when data is well-separated. Specifically, when data is
linearly (exactly) r-separable, finding an r-separated solu-
tion to robust loss ε may require Ω(d/ε) samples for some
distribution families where finding an accurate solution is
easier. Thus in this case, there is a gap between the sample
complexities of robust and simply accurate solutions, and
this is true regardless of the `p norm in which robustness
is measured. In contrast, if data is even more separated –
linearly r + γ-separable – then we can obtain a dimension-
independent upper bound on the sample complexity, much
like the sample complexity of SVMs and perceptron. Thus,
how separable the data is matters for adversarially robust
classification, and future works in the area should consider
separability while discussing the sample complexity

1.1. Related Work

There is a large body of work (Carlini & Wagner, 2017; Liu
et al., 2017; Papernot et al., 2017; 2016a; Szegedy et al.,
2014; Hein & Andriushchenko, 2017; Katz et al., 2017;
Papernot et al., 2016b; Raghunathan et al., 2018; Sinha et al.,
2018) empirically studying adversarial examples primarily
in the context of neural networks. Several works (Schmidt
et al., 2018; Raghunathan et al., 2020; Tsipras et al., 2019)

have empirically investigated trade-offs between robust and
standard classification.

On the theoretical side, this phenomenon has been studied
in both the parametric and non-parametric settings. On the
parametric side, several works (Khim & Loh, 2018; Attias
et al., 2019; Montasser et al., 2019; Yin et al., 2019; Ashtiani
et al., 2020) have focused on finding distribution agnostic
bounds of the sample complexity for robust classification.
In (Montasser et al., 2019), Srebro et. al. showed through
an example that the VC dimension of robust learning may
be much larger than standard or accurate learning indicating
that the sample complexity bounds may be higher. However,
their example did not apply to linear classifiers.

(Diakonikolas et al., 2020) considers learning linear clas-
sifiers robustly, but is primarily focused on computational
complexity as opposed to sample complexity.

In (Yin et al., 2019), Bartlett et. al. investigated the
Rademacher complexity of robustly learning linear clas-
sifiers as well as neural networks. They showed that in both
cases, the robust Rademacher complexity can be bounded
in terms of the dimension of the input space – thus indicat-
ing a possible gap between standard and robust learning.
However, as with the works considering VC dimension, this
work is fundamentally focused on upper bounds – they do
not show true lower bounds on data requirements.

Because of it’s simplicity and elegance, the case where the
data distribution is a mixture of Gaussians has been par-
ticularly well-studied. The first such work was (Schmidt
et al., 2018), in which Schmidt et. al. showed an Ω(

√
d)

gap between the standard and robust sample complexity for
a mixture of two Gaussians using the `∞ norm. This was
subsequently expanded upon in (Bhagoji et al., 2019), (Do-
briban et al., 2020) and (Dan et al., 2020). (Bhagoji et al.,
2019) introduces a notion of “optimal transport,” which
they subsequently apply to the Gaussian case, deriving a
closed form expression for the optimally robust linear clas-
sifier. Their results apply to any `p norm. (Dobriban et al.,
2020) applies expands upon (Schmidt et al., 2018) by con-
sider mixtures of three Gaussians in both the `2 and `∞
norms. Finally, (Dan et al., 2020) fully generalizes the re-
sults of (Schmidt et al., 2018) providing tight upper and
lower bounds on the standard and robust sample complexi-
ties of a mixture of two Gaussians, in any norm (including `p
for p ∈ [1,∞]). (Schmidt et al., 2018) and (Dan et al., 2020)
bear the most relevance with our work, and we consequently
carefully compare our results in section 3.1.

Another approach for lower and upper bounds on sample
complexities for linear classifiers can be found in (Cullina
et al., 2018), which examines the robust VC dimension of
learning linear classifiers. They show that the VC dimension
is d+1, just as it is in the standard case. This implies that the
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bounds in the robust case match the bounds in the standard
case and in particular shows a lower bound of Ω(d/n) on
the expected loss of learning a robust linear classifier from
n samples.

While this result appears to match our lower bound, there
is a crucial distinction between the bounds. Our bound
implies that there exists some distribution with a large `2
margin for which the expected robust loss must be Ω(d/n).
On the other hand, standard results about learning linear
classifiers on large margin data implies that the expected
standard loss will beO(1/n) (when running the max-margin
algorithm). For this reason, our paper provides a case in the
well-separated setting in which learning linear classifiers is
provably more difficult (in terms of sample complexity) in
the robust setting than in the standard setting. By contrast,
(Cullina et al., 2018) does not show this. Their paper only
implies (through standard VC constructions) the existence
of some distribution that is difficult to learn, and the standard
PAC bounds cannot ensure that such a distribution also has
a large `2 margin.

In the non-parametric setting, there are several works which
contrast standard learning with robust learning. (Wang et al.,
2018) considers the nearest neighbors algorithm, and shows
how to adapt it for converging towards a robust classifier.
In (Yang et al., 2019), Yang et. al. propose the r-optimal
classifier, which is the robust analog of the Bayes optimal
classifier. Through several examples they show that it is
often a fundamentally different classifier - which can lead
to different convergence behavior in the standard and ro-
bust settings. (Bhattacharjee & Chaudhuri, 2020) unified
these approaches by specifying conditions under which non-
parametric algorithms can be adapted to converge towards
the r-optimal classifier, thus introducing r-consistency, the
robust analog of consistency.

2. Preliminaries
We consider binary classification over Rd × {±1}. Our
metric of choice is the `p norm, where p > 1 (including
p =∞) is arbitrary. For x ∈ Rd, we will use ||x||p to denote
the `p norm of x, and consequently will use ||x − y||p to
denote the `p distance between x and y. We will also let `q
denote the dual norm to `p - that is, 1

q + 1
p = 1.

We use Bp(x, r) to denote the closed `p ball with center x
and radius r. For any S ⊂ Rd, we let diamp(S) denote its
diameter: that is, diamp(S) = supx,y∈S ||x− y||p.

2.1. Standard and Robust Loss

In classical statistical learning, the goal is to learn an accu-
rate classifier, which is defined as follows:

Definition 1. Let D be a distribution over Rd ×{±1}, and

let f ∈ {±1}Rd be a classifier. Then the standard loss
of f over D, denoted L(f,D), is the fraction of examples
(x, y) ∼ D for which f is not accurate. Thus

L(f,D) = P(x,y)∼D[f(x) 6= y].

Next, we define robustness, and the corresponding robust
loss.

Definition 2. A classifier f ∈ {±1}Rd is said to be robust
at x with radius r if f(x) = f(x′) for all x′ ∈ Bp(x, r).

Definition 3. The robust loss of f over D, denoted
Lr(f,D), is the fraction of examples (x, y) ∼ D for which
f is either inaccurate at (x, y), or f is not robust at (x, y)
with radius r. Observe that this occurs if and only if there
is some x′ ∈ Bp(x, r) such that f(x′) 6= y. Thus

Lr(f,D) = P(x,y)∼D[∃x′ ∈ Bp(x, r) s.t. f(x′) 6= y].

2.2. Expected Loss and Sample Complexity

The most common way to characterize the performance of
a learning algorithm is through an (ε, δ) guarantee, which
computes εn, δn such that an algorithm trained over n sam-
ples has loss at most εn with probability at least 1− δn.

In this work, we use the simpler notion of expected loss,
which is defined as follows:

Definition 4. Let A be a learning algorithm and let D be
a distribution over Rd × {±1}. For any S ∼ Dn, we let
AS denote the classifier learned by A from training data
S. Then the expected standard loss of A with respect to
D, denoted ELn(A,D) where n is the number of training
samples, is defined as

ELn(A,D) = ES∼DnL(AS ,D).

Similarly, we define the expected robust loss of A with re-
spect to D as

ELnr (A,D) = ES∼DnLr(AS ,D).

Our main motivation for using this criteria is simplicity. Our
primary goal is to compare and contrast the performances of
algorithms in the standard and robust cases, and this contrast
clearest when the performances are summarized as a single
number (namely the expected loss) rather than an (ε, δ) pair.

Next, we address the notion of sample complexity. As above,
sample complexity is typically defined as the minimum
number of samples needed to guarantee (ε, δ) performance.
In this work, we will instead define it solely with respect to
ε, the expected loss.

Definition 5. Let D be a distribution over Rd × {±1} and
A be a learning algorithm. Then the standard sample com-
plexity of A with respect to D, denoted mε(A,D), is the
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minimum number of training samples needed such that A
has expected standard loss at most ε. Formally,

mε(A,D) = min({n : ELn(A,D) ≤ ε}).

Similarly, we can define the robust sample complexity as

mε
r(A,D) = min({n : ELn(A,D) ≤ ε}).

2.3. Linear classifiers

In this work, we consider linear classifiers, formally defined
as follows:

Definition 6. Let w ∈ Rd be a vector. Then the linear
classifier with parametersw ∈ Rd and b ∈ R over Rd×±1,
denoted fw,b, is defined as ,

fw,b(x) =

{
+1 〈w, x〉 ≥ b
−1 〈w, x〉 < b

.

Learning linear classifiers is well understood in the stan-
dard classification setting. We now consider the linearly
separable case, in which some linear classifier has perfect
accuracy. We will later define linear r-separability as the
robust analog of separability.

Definition 7. A distribution D over Rd × Y is linearly
separable if its support can be partitioned into sets S+ and
S− such that:

1. S+ and S− correspond to the positively and negatively
labeled subsets of Rd. In particular, P(x,y)∼D[x ∈ Sy] = 1.

2. There exists a linear classifier, fw,b, that has perfect
accuracy. That is, L(fw,b,D) = 0.

The standard sample complexity for linearly separable dis-
tributions can be characterized through their margin, which
is defined as follows.

Definition 8. Let D be a linearly separable distribution
over Rd × {±1}. Let S+ and S− be as above. Then D
has margin γ if γ is the largest real number such that there
exists a linear classifier fw,b with the following properties:

1. fw,b has perfect accuracy. That is, L(fw,b,D) = 0.

2. Let Hw,b = {x : 〈x,w〉 = b} denote the decision
boundary of fw,b. Then for all x ∈ (S+ ∪ S−), x has `2
distance at least γ from Hw,b. That is,

inf
x∈S+∪S−,z∈Hw,b

||x− z||2 ≥ γ.

We let γ(D) denote the margin of D.

Observe that although we use a general norm, `p, to measure
robustness, the margin is always measured in `2. This is

because the `2 norm plays a fundamental role in bounding
the number of samples needed to learn a linear classifier.

The basic idea is that when the `2 margin is large relative
to the `2 diameter of the distribution, the max margin al-
gorithm requires fewer samples needed to learn a linear
classifier. In particular, the ratio between the `2 margin and
the `2 diameter fully characterizes the standard sample com-
plexity of the max margin algorithm. To further simplify
our notation, we define this ratio as the aspect ratio.
Definition 9. Let D be a linearly separable distribution
over Rd×{±1}. Then the aspect ratio ofD, ρ(D) is defined
as,

ρ(D) =
diam2(S+ ∪ S−)

γ(D)
,

where diam2(S+ ∪S−) denotes its diameter in the `2 norm.

We now have the following well-known result, which char-
acterizes the expected standard loss with the aspect ratio.
Theorem 10. (Chapter 10 in (Vapnik, 1998)) Let M de-
note the hard margin SVM algorithm. If D is a distribution
with aspect ratio ρ = ρ(D), then for any n > 0 we have
ES∼DnL(MS ,D) ≤ O(ρ

2

n ), where MS denotes the classi-
fier learned by M from training data S.

We can also express this result in terms of standard sample
complexity.
Corollary 11. Let M denote the hard margin SVM algo-
rithm. If D is a distribution with aspect ratio ρ = ρ(D),
then for any ε > 0 we have mε(MS ,D) ≤ O(ρ

2

ε ), where
MS denotes the classifier learned by M from training data
S.

Theorem 10 and Corollary 11 will serve as a benchmark for
comparison with the robust sample complexity.

2.4. Linear r-separability

Finally, we introduce linear r-separability, which is the key
characteristic of distributions considered in this paper. This
can be thought of as the robust analog of linear separability.
Definition 12. For any r > 0, a distribution D over
Rd × {±1} is linearly r-separable if there exists a linear
classifier fw,b such that Lr(fw,b,D) = 0.

This definition is the fundamental property considered in
this paper. Our goal is to understand the sample complexity
required for learning robust linear classifiers on linearly r-
separable distributions, and compare it with the standard
sample complexity given in Theorem 10.

3. Lower Bounds
In this section, we consider r-separated distributions whose
aspect ratio is constant. By Theorem 10, the standard sample
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complexity for learning them is independent of d. We will
show that in contrast, the robust sample complexity has
a linear dependence on d, and consequently establish a
substantial gap between the standard and robust cases.

We begin by defining the family of such distributions.

Definition 13. For any ρ, r, the set Fr,ρ is defined as the
set of all distributions D over Rd × {±1} such that D is
r-separated and has aspect ratio at most ρ.

We now state our main result.

Theorem 14. Let r > 0 and ρ > 20. Then the following
hold.

1. For every learning algorithm A, and any n > 0, there
exists D ∈ Fr,ρ such that the expected robust loss
when A is trained on a sample of size n from D is at
least Ω( dn ). Formally, there exists a constant c > 0

such that ES∼Dn [Lr(AS ,D)] ≥ cd
n .

2. In contrast, by Theorem 10, for any D ∈ Fr,D, the
max margin algorithm has expected standard loss
O(ρ

2

n ), when trained on a sample of size n from D.
Formally, there exists a constant c′ > 0 such that
ES∼Dn [L(AS ,D)] ≤ c′ρ2

n .

The condition ρ > 20 is required to rule out degenerate
cases. This is because for small values of ρ, the `2 diameter
ofD is not much larger than the `2 margin ofD. This forces
D to be mostly clustered around a line which leads to more
complicated behavior.

Observe that when ρ is a constant independent of d, the
expected standard loss is O( 1

n ) while the expected robust
loss is Ω( dn ). Thus, the ratio between the expected robust
loss and the expected standard loss is Ω(d), leading to a
dimensional dependent gap between the robust and standard
cases.

We also note that these bounds hold regardless of which
`p (p ∈ (1,∞]) norm is being used. This is because our
construction of D ∈ Fr,ρ for which the lower bound holds
is given in terms of the norm p. More generally, the family
Fr,ρ is implicitly defined with respect to p.

Furthermore, our lower bound differs from the lower bound
of Ω( dn ) shown in prior work (Cullina et al., 2018) because
it specifically holds for Fr,ρ, a linearly r-separated family
of distributions with constant aspect ratio. Thus, while
(Cullina et al., 2018) has shown the existence of distributions
satisfying the first condition of Theorem 14, our result is the
first to exhibit a distribution satisfying both conditions.

Finally, we note that Theorem 14 can also be expressed
in terms of sample complexities. We include this in the
following corollary.

Corollary 15. Let r > 0 and ρ > 20. Then the following
hold.

1. For every learning algorithm A, and any ε > 0, there
exists D ∈ Fr,ρ such that the robust sample complexity of
A with respect to D is at least Ω(dε ). Formally, there exists
a constant c > 0 such that mε

r(A,D) ≥ cd
ε .

2. In contrast, by Theorem 10, for any D ∈ Fr,D, the
max margin algorithm has standard sample complexity
O(ρ

2

ε ). Formally, there exists a constant c′ > 0 such that

mε(A,D) ≤ c′ρ2

ε .

3.1. Comparison with (Dan et al., 2020) and (Schmidt
et al., 2018)

The first work to provide a robust sample complexity lower
bound that applied to linear classifiers is (Schmidt et al.,
2018); they showed a gap of Ω(

√
d) between the robust

and accuracy loss for a specific mixture of two Gaussians.
This was later generalized to mixtures of any two Gaussians
by (Dan et al., 2020), who also established more general
lower bounds for any `p norm. Since (Dan et al., 2020) is
a strict generalization of (Schmidt et al., 2018), we next
explain how our lower bounds differ from (Dan et al., 2020),
and why their techniques do not lead to our results. We
begin by summarizing their results.

Summary of (Dan et al., 2020) (Dan et al., 2020) consid-
ers data distributionsD that are parametrized by µ ∈ Rd and
Σ ∈ Rd×d, Σ < 0. Dµ,Σ is the mixture of two Gaussians,
N (µ,Σ) and N (−µ,Σ), with equal mass, where instances
drawn from N (µ,Σ) are labeled as +, and instances drawn
from N (−µ,Σ) are labeled as −. They consider robust-
ness measured in any normed metric in Rd, including the
`p norm for p ∈ (1,∞]. Although their bounds apply to
any classifier, this effectively deals with linear classifiers
since it can be shown that the optimally robust and accurate
classifiers are both linear.

For any distribution Dµ,Σ, let Lrob denote the optimal ro-
bust loss of any classifier on Dµ,Σ, and let Lstd denote the
optimal standard loss. Then the bounds shown in (Dan et al.,
2020) can restated as follows (a detailed derivation from
(Dan et al., 2020) appears in Appendix A).

Theorem 16. (Dan et al., 2020)

1. For any learning algorithm A and any n > 0, there
exists some mixture of Gaussians, Dµ,Σ such that the
expected excess robust loss is at least Ω(Lrob

d
n ), when

A is trained on a sample of size n from D.

2. For any distribution Dµ,Σ, it is possible to learn a
classifier with expected excess standard loss at most
O(Lstd

d
n ).
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3. By (1.) and (2.), the ratio between the expected ex-
cess loss and expected excess standard loss can be
expressed as ratio ≥ Ω(LrobLstd

).

Observe that their bounds are given through excess losses,
which is the amount by which the loss exceeds to the optimal
loss. This is necessary because in their setting, the optimal
classifiers do not have 0 loss.

Comparison with our bounds Recall that in our work,
we are concerned with the linearly r-separated case, which
occurs precisely when the optimal robust and standard losses
both equal 0. However, from Theorem 16, we see that
although (Dan et al., 2020) proves a gap between standard
and robust sample complexity, this gap is predicated on
distributions for which the optimal robust loss, Lrob and
optimal standard loss, Lstd differ. Furthermore, in the case
where they obtain a gap of Ω(d), we see that this requires
Lrob
Lstd

= Ω(d) which is a substantial difference. By contrast,
our results characterize a gap exclusively in the case that
this does not occur.

Finally, in the limiting case where the Gaussians they con-
sider are sufficiently far apart, their data will begin to appear
linearly r-separated, meaning both Lrob and Lstd are close
to 0. However, even in this case, it can be shown that the ra-
tio Lrob

Lstd
diverges towards infinity, meaning that their lower

bound characterizes a very different dynamic from ours.
Precise details on this comparison can be found in appendix
A.

3.2. Intuition behind Theorem 14

The proof idea for Theorem 14 can be summarized with
a simple example (Figure 1). In this example, we seek to
learn a linear classifier for a linearly r-separated distribution
in R2. The key idea is to contrast the necessary conditions
for learning a robust classifier, and the necessary conditions
for learning an accurate classifier.

Observe that the distribution is precisely linearly r-
separated, that is, it is not possible to achieve robustness for
radii larger than r. Because of this, there is a unique linear
classifier frob that has perfect robustness. In order to learn
this classifier, we must see examples from S+ ∪ S− that
are close to the “boundary” of S+ ∪ S−. In our figure, this
consists of points that are close to the dotted blue and red
lines. Moreover, it can be shown that the number of such
examples we must see is related to d, the dimension.

By contrast, any classifier that separates S+ from S− has
perfect accuracy (take for example fstd shown in the fig-
ure). It is possible to exploit this by using margin based
algorithms for learning linear classifiers. In particular, we
no longer need to see points that are extremely close to the
boundary of S+ ∪ S−.

Figure 1. An example of a linearly r-separated distribution, with
positively and negatively labeled examples in S+ and S− respec-
tively. The optimally robust classifier, frob is shown in purple,
while the (not necessarily unique) optimally accurate classifier,
fstd, is shown in green.

General Hypothesis Classes: We now briefly consider
how to extend our methods to other hypothesis classes. For
any hypothesis classH and distribution D let

HD,α = {h : h ∈ H,L(h,D) ≤ α}

and let

HrD,α = {h : h ∈ H,Lr(h,D) ≤ α}.

HD,α can be thought of as the set of accurate classifiers
whileHrD,α can be thought of as the set of astute classifiers.
By their definitions, it is clear thatHrD,α ⊆ HD,α. However,
in the case when H is the set of linear classifiers, we see
that for small α, HrD,α is a much “smaller” set thanHD,α.
By exploiting the geometric structure inherent toH, we can
much more efficiently search for some h ∈ HD,α than we
can inHrD,α. This dynamic is the crux of our lower bound:
as we essentially show that there are far more critical points
(i.e. points near the decision boundary) that we must see for
learningHrD,α that aren’t required forHD,α.

Thus, for our methods to extend to an arbitrary hypothesis
class, we would require a similar dynamic. We need two
properties to hold: (1) HrD,α must be a very strict subset
of HD,α for sufficiently small alpha. (2) We must have
some kind of exploitable geometric structure aboutH which
allows us to exploit this gap. For the case of linear classifiers,
this was the `2 measured aspect ratio, γ(D).
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Algorithm 1 Adversarial-Perceptron
1: Input: S = {(x1, y1), . . . , (xn, yn)} ∼ Dn,
2: w ← 0
3: for i = 1 . . . n do
4: z = arg min||z−xi||p≤r yi〈w, z〉 {finds adv. ex.}
5: if 〈w, yiz〉 ≤ 0 {checks label} then
6: w ← w + yiz {perceptron update}
7: end if
8: end for
9: return fw,0

Figure 2. An algorithm combining adversarial training with the
perceptron algorithm. For each (xi, yi), we first attack it, to get z.
If z is labeled incorrectly, we do a perceptron update using z.

Kernel Classifiers: A natural choice of a more general
hypothesis class would be Kernel Classifiers, which are
linear classifiers that operate in an embedded space, H . The
main difficulty in expanding our lower bound to this more
general setting comes from the behavior near the margin:
the effects of the robustness radius in the embedded space
are considerably less behaved than they are in the standard
linear case. Nevertheless, we leave this as an important
avenue for future work.

4. Upper Bounds
In the previous section, we showed that for any algorithm,
there is some distribution D ∈ Fr,ρ that is difficult (i.e. re-
quires high sample complexity) to learn robustly. A natural
follow-up question is: what about distributions for which
the margin, γ is very large compared to r.

Observe that in Figure 1 the robustness radius r is very
close to the margin. In particular, we can find adversarial
examples from S+ and S− that are very close to the decision
boundary frob. By contrast, if γ >> r, then this no longer
holds which suggests that better robust sample complexities
might be possible.

In this section, we will describe a subset of Fr,ρ that can be
learned with expected loss O( 1

n ), thus matching the stan-
dard sample complexity up to a constant factor. To do so,
we will introduce a novel concept: the robust margin. The
basic intuition is that distributions for which the margin
greatly exceeds the robustness radius are precisely distri-
butions with a large robust margin. We use the following
notation.

Observe that if D is a linearly r-separated distribution, then
D must also be linearly separable. As earlier, let S+, S− ⊂
Rd denote the positively and negatively labeled examples

from D. We now define

S+
r = ∪s∈S+Bp(s, r) and S−r = ∪s∈S−Bp(s, r). (1)

It follows that the decision boundary of any linear classifier
with perfect robustness over D must separate S+

r and S−r .
We now define the robust margin as a measurement of this
separation.

Definition 17. Let D be a linearly r-separable distribution
over Rd × {±1}. Let S+

r and S−r be as above. Then D
has robust margin γr if γr is the largest real number such
that there exists a linear classifier fw,b with the following
properties:

1. fw,b has perfect astuteness. That is, Lr(fw,b,D) = 0.

2. Let Hw,b = {x : 〈x,w〉 = b} denote the decision
boundary of fw,b. Then for all x ∈ (S+

r ∪ S−r ), x has `2
distance at least γ from Hw,b. That is,

inf
x∈S+

r ∪S−r
inf

z∈Hw,b
||x− z||2 ≥ γ.

We let γr(D) denote the margin of D, and say that such a
distribution is r, γr-separated.

It is crucial to note that although adversarial perturbations
are measured in `p, the robust margin is measured in `2. This
is because while the metric `p plays a role in constructing
B(x, r), it can be completely disregarded once the sets S+

r

and S−r are considered, as any hyperplane separating S+
r

and S−r will have perfect robustness.

We now define the robust aspect ratio, which is the robust
analog of standard aspect ratio.

Definition 18. Let D be a distribution over Rd × {±1}.
Then the robust aspect ratio of D, ρr(D) is defined as

ρr(D) =
diam2(S+

r ∪ S−r )

γr(D)
,

where as before, diam2(S+
r ∪ S−r ) denotes its diameter in

the `2 norm.

We will now show that just as the aspect ratio, ρ(D), char-
acterized the sample complexity for standard classification,
the robust aspect ratio, ρr(D) will characterize the sam-
ple complexity for robust learning. To do so, we present a
perceptron-inspired algorithm (Algorithm 1) for learning a
robust classifier on r-separated data with robust aspect ratio
ρr.

The basic idea behind Algorithm 1 is to combine the stan-
dard perceptron algorithm with adversarial training. In
particular, we iterate through the training set and do the
following on each point (refer to Algorithm 1 for precise
details).
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1. Find an adversarial example (z, yi) by attacking our
classifier, fw,0, at (xi, yi) (line 4). This is a straightforward
convex optimization problem for linear classifiers.

2. If fw,0(z) 6= yi, we update our weight vector with (z, yi)
by using the standard perceptron update (lines 5-6).

We have the following upper bound on the expected robust
loss of our algorithm.

Theorem 19. Let D be a distribution with robust aspect
ratio ρr(D). Then for any n > 0, we have

ES∼Dn [Lr(AS ,D)] ≤ O(
ρr(D)2

n
),

whereAS denotes the classifier learned by Algorithm 1 from
training data S.

Observe that this expected loss is still larger than the ex-
pected standard loss in Theorem 10 as ρr(D) > ρ(D) for
anyD. We also note that this result is not contradictory with
our lower bound; there exist distributions D ∈ Fr,ρ such
that γr(D) = 0, and these are precisely the distributions for
which our lower bounds hold.

4.1. Generalization to Kernel Classifiers

Algorithm 1 can be thought of as the robust analog to the
perceptron algorithm. We now generalize this algorithm to
obtain a robust variant of the kernel perceptron algorithm.
We first briefly review kernel classifiers. A detailed expla-
nation of our generalized algorithm along with requisite
background material can be found in Appendix D

Definition 20. LetK : Rd×Rd → R be a kernel similarity
function, T = {(x1, y1), . . . , (xm, ym)} ⊂ Rd × {±1} be
a set of labeled points, and α ∈ Rm be a vector of m real
numbers. Then the kernel classifier with similarity function
K, parameters T, α, and denoted by fαT,K is defined as

fKT,α(x) =

{
+1

∑m
1 αiyiK(xi, x) ≥ 0

−1
∑m

1 αiyiK(xi, x) < 0
.

Conceptually, kernel classifiers are linear classifiers operat-
ing in embedded space. With each kernel similarity function
K, there is a map φ : Rd → H (where H is some Hilbert
space) such that K(x, x′) = 〈φ(x), φ(x′)〉. Thus we can
think of kernel classifiers as having a linear decision bound-
ary in H .

We now present an analog of Algorithm 1 that we call the
Adversarial Kernel-Perceptron. The essence of this algo-
rithm has not changed. For each (xt, yt) in our training set,
we do the following.

1. Find an adversarial example (z, yi) by attacking our
classifier, fKT,α, at (xi, yi) (line 4).

Algorithm 2 Adversarial-Kernel-Perceptron
1: Input: S = {(x1, y1), . . . , (xn, yn)} ∼ Dn, Similarity

function, K
2: T ← ∅, α← 0
3: for i = 1 . . . n do
4: z = arg min||z−x||p≤r yif

K
T,α(z) {finds adv. ex.}

5: if fkT,α(z) ≤ 0{checks label} then
6: T = T ∪ {(z, yi)} {kern. percep. update}
7: α = (1, . . . , 1)|T |
8: end if
9: end for

10: return fKT,α

Figure 3. A kernel version of Algorithm 1. We replace the percep-
tron update step with a kernel-perceptron update step.

2. If fKT,α(z) 6= yi, we update our weight vector with (z, yi)
by appending (z, yi) to T (lines 5-6). This corresponds to a
kernel-perceptron update that uses (z, yi) instead of (xi, yi).

One challenging aspect of this algorithm is minimizing
fkT,α(z). For linear classifiers, this has a closed form so-
lution that utilizes the dual norm. For arbitrary Kernel
classifiers, this is a somewhat more challenging problem.
However, we note that this can be solved using standard
optimization techniques, and in some cases (when K is
particularly simple), it can be solved with basic gradient
descent.

Finally, we show that this Algorithm has similar perfor-
mance to the linear case. Instead of using the robust aspect
ratio, ρr(D), to bound the performance, we will require the
robust K-aspect ratio, which is the kernel analog of this
quantity. It can be thought of as the robust aspect ratio in
the embedded space H . Details about this quantity (along
with the proof of the theorem) can be found in Appendix D.

Theorem 21. Let D be a distribution with robust K-aspect
ratio ρKr (D). Then for any n > 0, we have

ES∼Dn [Lr(AS ,D)] ≤ O(
ρKr (D)2

n
),

whereAS denotes the classifier learned by Algorithm 2 from
training data S.

This result indicates that for small values of ρkr (D), we can
achieve a very good robust sample complexity for kernel
classifiers. However, as the size of the perturbations ap-
proach this margin, this quantity goes to infinity. This phe-
nomenon mirrors the linearly separable case, and suggests
that a similar overall dynamic holds for kernel classification.
We leave finding a full generalization (including our lower
bound) for a direction in future work.
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A. Expanded summary of (Dan et al., 2020)
In this section, we derive the formulation of Theorem 16 directly from their results. In particular, their results are not stated
in terms of Lrob and Lstd, and are instead framed in terms of different parameters. To account for this, we first review these
alternative parameters, and then show how the statements in Theorem 16 can be

Recall, that (Dan et al., 2020) consider the setting in which the data distribution Dµ,Σ can be characterized as a pair of
Gaussians in Rd, N (µ,Σ) and N (−µ,Σ), that are symmetric about the origin with each of them representing one label
class. They consider robustness measured in any normed metric in Rd, including the `p norm for p ∈ [1,∞].

For any such distribution (and robustness radius r), they introduce parameters srob(µ,Σ) and sstd(µ,Σ), which they refer
to as the robust and standard signal-to-noise ratios respectively, that are defined as follows:

sstd(µ,Σ) = 2
√
µtΣ−1µ,

srob(µ,Σ) = min
||z||p≤r

2
√

(µ− z)tΣ−1(µ− z),

where r represents the robustness radius and `p is the distance norm under which adversarial perturbations are measured.

They then show that these parameters fully characterize the sample complexity for robust and standard learning respectively.
They express this through the following results:

1. Let Φ denote the cumulative density function of the standard normal distribution, and let Φ(x) = 1− Φ(x). Then for
any Dµ,Σ,

• the optimally accurate classifier has standard loss Φ( 1
2sstd).

• the optimally robust classifier has robust loss Φ( 1
2srob).

2. For any learning algorithm, there exists some mixture of Dµ,Σ such that the expected robust loss is at least
Ω(e(− 1

8 +o(1))s2rob d
n ).

3. By contrast, for any distribution Dµ,Σ, it is possible to learn a classifier with expected standard loss at most
O(sstde

− 1
8 s

2
std d

n ).

4. Thus, by (2.) and (3.), the gap between the robust sample complexity and the standard complexity can be bounded as

gap ≥ Ω

(
e(− 1

8 +o(1))s2rob d
n

sstde−
1
8 s

2
std

d
n

)
' Ω(e

−1
8 (s2std−s

2
rob)).

They then qualitatively analyze this gap, and observe that for large values of µ and large values of r, this gap can be
arbitrarily large, even as a function of d, the dimension.

We now show how to convert (2.), (3.), and (4.) into the statements appearing in Theorem 16. As before, let us define Lstd
and Lrob as the best possible standard and robust losses for Dµ,Σ respectively. In particular, by (1.), we have

Lstd = Φ(
1

2
s2
std), and Lrob = Φ(

1

2
s2
rob).

We now express the bounds in (2.) and (4.) in terms of Lstd and Lrob. To do so, we use the well known inequality bounding
Φ(x) as

Ω(
x

x2 + 1
e−x

2/2) < Φ(x) < O(
e−x

2/2

x
).

Substituting this into (2.) through (4.) imply the following, alternative forms.

2. For any learning algorithm, there exists some mixture of Gaussians, Dµ,Σ such that the expected robust loss is at least
Ω(Lrob

d
n ).
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3. For any distribution Dµ,Σ, it is possible to learn a classifier with expected standard loss at most O(Lstd
d
n ).

4. By (2.) and (3.), the gap between robust sample complexity and standard sample complexity can be expressed as

gap ≥ Ω(
Lrob
Lstd

).

Together, these three statements comprise Theorem 16.

A.1. The limiting case

While a core difference between our works is that we consider separated distributions whereas Gaussians are non-separated,
we now consider the limiting case in which a pair of Gaussians appear separated. To do this, we will consider a case
in which Lrob is small, and n ∼ O( 1

Lrob
). In this case, with high probability, a sample of size n will appear linearly

r-separated. Examining the bound in part 1 of Theorem 16, we see that their lower bound on the expected robust loss
reduces to O( 1

n
d
n ) = O( d

n2 ), which is significantly weaker than ours (Theorem 14). Thus, considering Gaussians that
appear linearly r-separated does not generalize to the general, linearly r-separated case.

B. Proof of Theorem 14
We begin by broadly outlining our proof of Theorem 14. Let Π be a probability distribution over Fr,ρ, and let A be a
learning algorithm that returns a linear classifier.

1. Sample D ∼ Π.

2. Sample S ∼ Dn.

3. Learn the classifier AS using algorithm A and training sample S.

4. Evaluate AS on D. That is, compute Lr(AS ,D).

The basic idea of our proof is to show that for an appropriate choice of Π, the overall expected loss of this procedure,
Lr(AS ,D), satisfies

ED∼Π[ES∼Dn [Lr(AS ,D)]] ≥ Ω(
d

n
).

Our primary method for doing this is switching expectations. In particular, observe that

ED∼Π[ES∼Dn [Lr(AS ,D)]] = ES∼Σ[ED∼Π|S [Lr(AS ,D)]],

where Σ denotes the distribution over all S obtained from first sampling D ∼ Π and then sampling S ∼ Dn, and Π|S
denotes the posterior distribution of D after observing S. It then suffices to bound the quantity ED∼Π|S [Lr(AS ,D)], which
is a significantly more tractable problem since we no longer need to deal with any specifics of the Algorithm A. In particular,
S is fixed in this expectation and consequently AS is just a fixed linear classifier. This bound subsequently follows from the
distribution Π|S having enough “variation” for this expectation to be sufficient large.

Our proof will have the following main steps, each of which is given its own subsection.

1. In section B.1, we construct the distribution Π, and prove several important properties about it.

2. In section B.2, we show that the desired property of Π holds, by bounding ED∼Π|S [Lr(AS ,D)].

B.1. Constructing Π

We let r be a fixed robustness radius, and `p be our norm with which we measure robustness. Our construction of Π is a
somewhat technical and lengthy process. We will organize this construction into 4 subsections, outlined here:
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• In section B.1.1, we define the distribution Da, characterized by parameter a ∈ [0, 1]d. This forms the basis for
constructing Π, which will comprise of distributions Da for certain choices of a. We also show that Da is linearly
r-separated.

• In section B.1.2, we define the constant ∆, which will be essential for specifying which values of parameter a are
permissible.

• In section B.1.3, we define functions g1, g2 : [0, ∆
3 ]→ [0, ∆

3 ] that will be used to construct Π.

• In section B.1.4, we finally put together the previous 3 sections and construct Π. We also show that any Da ∼ Π
satisfies ρ(Da) ≤ C.

B.1.1. DEFINING Da

Let e1, e2, . . . , ed denote the standard normal basis in Rd. Define vi = Rei and u = R√
d

∑d
1 ei, where R = 9rd1/q

2
√
d

. It will
also be convenient to define the following function, which we will frequently use throughout the entirety of the appendix.

Definition 22. For 1 ≤ l ≤ ∞, let fl : [0, 1]d → R+ be the function defined as

fl(a) = l

√√√√ d∑
1

| 1√
d

+ a− ai|l,

where a = 1
d

∑d
1 ai. For l =∞, we take the convention that ∞

√∑d
1 |xi|∞ = max1≤i≤d |xi|.

To define Da, we first define the concept of a line segment in Rd.

Definition 23. Let x1, x2 ∈ Rd be two points. A line segment joining x1, x2 is defined as one of the following four sets.

• (x1, x2) = {tx1 + (1− t)xt : 0 < t < 1}.

• [x1, x2) = {tx1 + (1− t)xt : 0 ≤ t < 1}.

• (x1, x2] = {tx1 + (1− t)xt : 0 < t ≤ 1}.

• [x1, x2] = {tx1 + (1− t)xt : 0 ≤ t ≤ 1}.

We will always distinguish which set we mean by using the notation above. In all cases, x1, x2 are said to be the endpoints
of the line segment.

We now define Da.

Definition 24. Let a ∈ [0, 1]d be a vector, and let a = 1
d

∑d
1 ai. Set λa = r

Rfq(a), where q is the dual norm of p. Assume
that for all 1 ≤ i ≤ d, ai > λa (i.e. we only Da for a for which this holds). Let S− and S+ be two sets of d disjoint line
segments (as defined in Definition 23) defined as

S− = {[vi, vi + (ai − λa)u) : 1 ≤ i ≤ d},

S+ = {(vi + (ai + λa)u, vi + u] : 1 ≤ i ≤ d}.

Then Da is defined as the probability distribution of random variables (X,Y ) where

• X is chosen by the following random procedure. First, sample an arbitrary segment from S+ ∪ S− with each segment
chosen with probability proportional to its `2 length. Next, X is selected from the uniform distribution over the chosen
line segment. In particular, the probability that X lies on any interval on any line segment contained within S+ ∪ S−
is directly proportional to the length of the interval.

• Y is −1 if X ∈ ∪S− and +1 if X ∈ ∪S+.
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Figure 4. An illustration of Da in two dimensions. S− is shown in red, and S+ is shown in blue. The decision boundary, Ha, of the
optimal linear classifier, fwa,1, is shown in purple.

We include an example of such a distribution in Figure 4. Next, we explicitly compute a linear classifier that linearly
r-separates Da.

Definition 25. Let a ∈ [0, 1]d, and let a =
∑d
i=1 ai. Then let wa be defined as

wai =
1

R
− dai

R
√
d+ dRa

.

Lemma 26. wa satisfies 〈wa, u〉 = d√
d+da

and 〈wa, vi + aiu〉 = 1, for all 1 ≤ i ≤ d.
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Proof. By the definitions of vi, u, we have that

〈wa, u〉 = 〈wa, 1√
d

d∑
1

vi〉

=
1√
d

d∑
1

Rwai

=
1√
d

d∑
1

1− dai√
d+ da

=
1√
d

d∑
1

√
d+ da− dai√
d+ da

=
1√
d

d
√
d√

d+ da
=

d√
d+ da

,

Which proves the first claim. Next, we also have that 〈wa, vi〉 = Rwai . Summing these, we get

Rwai +
dai√
d+ da

= 1− dai√
d+ da

+
dai√
d+ da

= 1,

as desired.

We now prove that Da is linearly r-separated.

Lemma 27. Da is linearly r-separated by the classifier fwa,1.

Proof. Let Ha denote the hyperplane passing through {vi + aiu : 1 ≤ i ≤ d}. By Lemma 26, Ha is the decision boundary
of fwa,1. Referring to Figure 4, we see that ∪S+ lies entirely above Ha while the set ∪S− lies entirely below the hyperplane
Ha, which the classifier fwa,1 has accuracy 1 with respect to Da. It suffices to show that fwa,1 is robust everywhere. In
order to do this, we must show that all points in the support of Da have `p distance at least r from Ha.

Fix any 1 ≤ i ≤ d. Since the `p distance metric is invariant under translation and scales linearly with dilations, it follows
that the point xi = vi + (ai− λa)u is the closest point on the segment [vi, vi + (ai− λa)u) to Ha. Suppose xi has distance
D under the `p norm to Ha. Then the key observation is that the `p ball, Bp(xi, D), must be tangent to Ha. Expressing this
as an equation, we have maxz∈Bp(xi,D)〈z, wa〉 = 1, which can be re-written as

max
||z−xi||p≤D

〈z − xi, wa〉 = 1− 〈xi, wa〉.

By Lemma 26 , 〈wa, u〉 = d√
d+da

and 〈wa, vi + aiu〉 = 1. Substituting this, we see that

1− 〈xi, wa〉 = 1− 〈vi + aiu− λau,wa〉
= 1− 〈vi + aiu,w

a〉+ 〈λau,wa〉
= 〈λau,wa〉

=
dλa√
d+ da

.
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However, by using the dual norm, we see that max||z−xi||p≤D〈z − xi, wa〉 = D||wa||q . Thus it follows that

D =
dλa

(
√
d+ da)||wa||q

=
d rRfq(a)

(
√
d+ da)||wa||q

=
d rR

q

√∑d
1 |

1√
d

+ a− ai|q

(
√
d+ da)||wa||q

=

r q

√∑d
1 |

1
R

√
d+da−dai
(
√
d+da)

|q

||wa||q

=
r||wa||q
||wa||q

= r.

We can use an analogous argument holds for vi + (ai + ra)u, the closest point to Ha in S+. Thus each point in the support
of Da has distance strictly larger than r (as the endpoints were not included) to Ha. Consequently fwa,1 linearly r-separates
Da, as desired.

B.1.2. DEFINING ∆

Now that we have defined Da, we turn our attention to defining Π, which requires us to specify a distribution over valid
choices of a. In particular, although Da is defined for a ∈ [0, 1]d, we will require a more stringent condition on a for our
construction to work. To this end, we begin by defining ∆, a key parameter that characterizes the domain of a. To define ∆,
we use the following lemma.

Lemma 28. There exists a real number ∆ > 0 such that for all l ∈ {2, q}, and for all a ∈ [ 1
2 −∆, 1

2 + ∆]d,

||∇fl(a)||2 ≤
1

d2
√
d
,

where fl is as defined in Definition 22.

Proof. Since 1 ≤ q < ∞, we see that for both choices of l, the function hl(x) = ( 1√
d
− x)l is a convex function for

x ∈ [− 1
2
√
d
, 1

2
√
d
]. Thus, if

∑d
1 xi = 0, then by Jensen’s inequality,

∑d
1 hl(xi) ≥

∑d
1 hl(0). Applying this, we see that for

all l ∈ {2, q} and for all a ∈ [ 1
2 −

1
4
√
d
, 1

2 + 1
4
√
d
]d,

fl(a) = l

√√√√ d∑
1

| 1√
d

+ a− ai|l

= l

√√√√ d∑
1

(
1√
d

+ a− ai
)l

= l

√√√√ d∑
1

hl(ai − a)

≥ l

√√√√ d∑
1

hl(0)

= fl((
1

2
,

1

2
, . . . ,

1

2
)),
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with the first equality holding since a− ai < 1√
d

and the first inequality holding since
∑d

1 ai − a = 0. Thus fl(a) must be
locally minimized when a = ( 1

2 ,
1
2 , . . . ,

1
2 ), and it follows that

||∇fl(
1

2
,

1

2
, . . . ,

1

2
)||2 = 0, for l = 2, q.

Now observe that the map H(a) = maxl∈{2,q} ||∇fl(a)||2 is a continuous map as long as |ai − a| < 1√
d

for all 1 ≤ i ≤ d.
Thus there exists an open neighborhood U about ( 1

2 ,
1
2 , . . . ,

1
2 ) such that H(a) ≤ 1

d2
√
d

for all a ∈ U . Taking ∆ so that
[ 1
2 −∆, 1

2 + ∆]d ⊆ U suffices.

Definition 29. Let ∆ be any constant for which Lemma 28 holds. In particular, ∆ only depends on `p, the robustness norm,
and d, the dimension.

B.1.3. DEFINING g1 AND g2

In this section, we define functions g1, g2 : [0, ∆
3 ]→ [0, ∆

3 ] which we will use to specify Π. Before defining g1 and g2, we
will first prove several technical lemmas.

Lemma 30. Let I ⊆ R be an interval, and Φ : I → R be a strictly convex function. For any s ∈ R and t ≥ 0, let
Φs(t) = Φ(s− t) + Φ(s+ t). Then Φs is a strictly increasing function.

Proof. Fix s, and let 0 ≤ t1 < t2. Then we see that by Jensen’s inequality (for strictly convex functions),

Φ(s+ t1) <
(t2 − t1)Φ(s+ t2)

t1 + t2
+

2t1Φ(s− t1)

t1 + t2
,

and

Φ(s− t1) <
(t2 − t1)Φ(s− t2)

t1 + t2
+

2t1Φ(s+ t1)

t1 + t2
.

Summing these inequalities, we see that

Φs(t1) = Φ(s− t1) + Φ(s+ t1)

<
(t2 − t1)Φ(s+ t2)

t1 + t2
+

2t1Φ(s− t1)

t1 + t2
+

(t2 − t1)Φ(s− t2)

t1 + t2
+

2t1Φ(s+ t1)

t1 + t2

=
t2 − t1
t1 + t2

(Φ(s+ t2) + Φ(s− t2)) +
2t1

t1 + t2
(Φ(s− t1) + Φ(s+ t1))

=
t2 − t1
t1 + t2

Φs(t2) +
2t1

t1 + t2
Φs(t1).

Rearranging this yields Φs(t1) < Φs(t2), as desired.

Lemma 31. Let I ⊆ R be an interval, Φ : I → R be a strictly convex continuous function, and x, y, z ∈ I be real numbers
with x < y < z. Let ε > 0 be such that x − ε ∈ I and y + ε ≤ z − ε. Then there exist unique δ, γ > 0 such that the
following hold:

δ + γ = ε,

Φ(x− δ) + Φ(y + ε) + Φ(z − γ) = Φ(x) + Φ(y) + Φ(z)

Proof. Fix any ε satisfying the desired conditions, and define Θ : [0, ε]→ R as Θ(t) = Φ(x− t) + Φ(y+ ε) + Φ(z+ t− ε).
Then, utilizing the definition of Φs from Lemma 30, we see that

Θ(t) = Φ x+z−ε
2

(
z − x− ε

2
+ t) + Φ(y + ε).
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By Lemma 30, it follows that Θ is strictly increasing in t, and since Φ is continuous, so is Θ. Next, we bound Θ(0) and
Θ(ε) to put us in the configuration to apply the intermediate value theorem. To bound Θ(0), we have

Θ(0) = Φ(x) + Φ(y + ε) + Φ(z − ε)

= Φ(x) + Φ y+z
2

(
z − y

2
− ε)

< Φ(x) + Φ y+z
2

(
z − y

2
)

= Φ(x) + Φ(y) + Φ(z),

and to bound Θ(ε), we have

Θ(ε) = Φ(x− ε) + Φ(y + ε) + Φ(z)

= Φ x+y
2

(
y − x

2
+ ε) + Φ(z)

> Φ x+y
2

(
y − x

2
) + Φ(z)

= Φ(x) + Φ(y) + Φ(z).

Together, these equations imply Θ(0) < Φ(x) + Φ(y) + Φ(z) < Θ(ε). Since Θ is strictly increasing and continuous, there
exists a unique δ ∈ [0, ε] such that Θ(δ) = Φ(x) + Φ(y) + Φ(z). Setting γ = ε− δ, we see that

Θ(δ) = Φ(x− δ) + Φ(y + ε) + Φ(z − γ) = Φ(x) + Φ(y) + Φ(z),

as desired.

Next, we define a function that will be useful for simplifying notation, both in this section and subsequent ones.

Definition 32. Let ∆ be as in definition 29. For x, y, z ∈ [0, ∆
3 ], let

F (x, y, z) = q

√(
1√
d
− x
)q

+

(
1√
d
− 2∆

3
+ y

)q
+

(
1√
d

+
2∆

3
+ z

)q
.

We now define g1, g2.

Corollary 33. Let ∆ be as in definition 29. There exist 1-Lipshitz, monotonically non-decreasing functions g1, g2 : [0, ∆
3 ]→

[0, ∆
3 ] such that for all t ∈ [0, ∆

3 ], g1(t) + g2(t) = t and F (t, g1(t), g2(t)) = F (0, 0, 0).

Proof. We have two cases.

Case 1: 1 < q < ∞: Let Φ : [−∆,∆] → R be defined as Φ(x) = ( 1√
d
− x)q. Since q > 1, and ∆ < 1√

d
, Φ is strictly

convex. Observe that

F (x, y, z)q = Φ(x) + Φ(2
∆

3
− y) + Φ(−2

∆

3
− z).

Next, fix any t ∈ [0, ∆
3 ]. Then observe that − 2∆

3 ≥ −∆ and that 2∆
3 − t ≥ 0 + t. This puts us in the configuration to apply

Lemma 31. In particular, there exist unique reals δt, γt > 0 such that

δt + γt = t,

Φ(−2∆

3
− δt) + Φ(t) + Φ(

2∆

3
− γt) = Φ(−2∆

3
) + Φ(0) + Φ(

2∆

3
).

We now define g1, g2 : [0, ∆
3 ]→ [0, ∆

3 ] as
g1(t) = γt and g2(t) = δt.
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Then it is clear that F (0, 0, 0) = F (t, g1(t), g2(t)) and g1(t) + g2(t) (by directly substituting into the equations above). All
that remains is to show that g1 and g2 are 1-Lipschitz.

Fix any 0 ≤ t1 < t2 ≤ ∆
3 , and let t2 − t1 = ε. The key idea is to apply Lemma 31 to − 2∆

3 − g2(t1) < t1 <
2∆
3 − g1(t1)

and ε. To do so, we first check the conditions of the lemma.

We have that
−2∆

3
− g2(t1)− ε ≥ −2∆

3
− t1 − ε = −2∆

3
− t2 ≥ −∆,

and

t1 + ε = t2

≤ ∆

3

≤ 2∆

3
− t2

=
2∆

3
− t1 − ε

≤ 2∆

3
− g1(t1)− ε.

Thus ε satisfies the necessary conditions for Lemma 31. Since Φ is strictly convex, by Lemma 31, there exist unique δ, γ > 0
with δ + γ = ε such that

Φ(−2∆

3
− g2(t1)− δ) + Φ(t1 + ε) + Φ(

2∆

3
− g1(t1)− γ) = Φ(−2∆

3
− g2(t1)) + Φ(t1) + Φ(

2∆

3
− g1(t1)).

However, by the definition of g1, g2, we see that both of these quantities are equal to F (0, 0, 0)q. Moreover, again by the
definition of g1, g2, we also have that g1(t2) and g2(t2) are the unique real numbers in [0, ∆

3 that satisfy

Φ(−2∆

3
− g2(t2)) + Φ(t2) + Φ(

2∆

3
+ g1(t2)) = F (0, 0, 0)q.

Thus, it follows that g2(t2) = g2(t1) + δ and g1(t2) = g1(t1) + γ. However, t2 − t1 = ε, and δ, γ < ε (since they sum
to ε). Thus, we see that |g1(t2)− g1(t1)| ≤ |t2 − t1| and |g2(t2)− g2(t1)| ≤ |t2 − t1|. Since t1 and t2 were arbitrary, it
follows that g1 and g2 are both 1-Lipschitz, as desired.

Finally, since δ, γ > 0, it follows that g2(t2) > g2(t1) and g1(t2) > g1(t1). Since t1, t2 were arbitrary, it follows that g1, g2

are monotonically non-decreasing.

Case 2: q = 1 In this case, since ∆ < 1√
d

(Lemma 28), we see that F (x, y, z) = 3√
d

+y+z−x. Setting g1(t) = g2(t) = t
2

suffices, and clearly satisfies the desired properties.

Definition 34. Let ∆ be as defined in Definition 29. We let g1, g2 : [0, ∆
3 ]→ [0, ∆

3 ] be defined as any function satisfying
the conditions of Corollary 33.

B.1.4. PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER: DEFINING Π

We are now ready to define Π. For convenience, we assume d is a multiple of 3.

Definition 35. Let ∆, g1, and g2 be as defined in Definitions 29 and 34. Then Π is defined as the distribution of distributions
Da where a is a random vector constructed as follows. Let t1, t2, . . . td/3 be drawn i.i.d from the uniform distribution over
[0, ∆

3 ]. Then for 1 ≤ i ≤ d/3, we let

• ai = 1
2 + ti.

• ai+d/3 = 1
2 + 2∆

3 − g1(ti).

• ai+2d/3 = 1
2 − 2∆

3 − g2(ti).
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Together the variables a1, a2, . . . , ad compose a. Thus a random distribution D ∼ Π can be constructed by sampling a as
above and setting D = Da.

We now show that for all Da ∼ Π, λa (Definition 24) is constant.

Lemma 36. There exists a constant Λ such that for all Da ∼ Π, λa = Λ.

Proof. Let Da ∼ Π be arbitrary. By Lemma 33, for all 1 ≤ i ≤ d, g1(ti) + g2(ti) = ti. Substituting this, we see that

a =
1

d

d∑
1

ai

=
1

d

d/3∑
1

(
1

2
+ ti) + (

1

2
+

2∆

3
− g1(ti)) + (

1

2
− 2∆

3
− g2(ti))

=
1

d

d/3∑
1

3

2

=
1

2
.

Recall that λa = r
Rfq(a) = r

R
q

√∑d
1 |

1√
d

+ a− ai|q . By substituting that a = 1
2 and expressing each ai in terms of ti, we

see that

λa =
r

R
q

√√√√ d∑
1

| 1√
d

+ a− ai|q

=
r

R
q

√√√√d/3∑
i=1

∣∣∣∣ 1√
d

+
1

2
− (

1

2
+ ti)

∣∣∣∣q +

∣∣∣∣ 1√
d

+
1

2
−
(

1

2
+

2∆

3
− g1(ti)

)∣∣∣∣q +

∣∣∣∣ 1√
d

+
1

2
−
(

1

2
− 2∆

3
− g2(ti)

)∣∣∣∣q

=
r

R
q

√√√√d/3∑
1

∣∣∣∣ 1√
d
− ti

∣∣∣∣q +

∣∣∣∣ 1√
d

+ g1(ti)−
2∆

3

∣∣∣∣q +

∣∣∣∣ 1√
d

+ g2(ti) +
2∆

3

∣∣∣∣q

=
r

R
q

√√√√d/3∑
1

F (ti, g1(ti), g2(ti))q,

where F is defined as in Definition 32. Next, by Corollary 33, F (ti, g1(ti), g2(ti)) = F (0, 0, 0) for all 1 ≤ i ≤ d
3 . Thus, if

we set Λ = r
R (d3 )1/qF (0, 0, 0), we have

λa =
r

R
q

√√√√d/3∑
1

F (ti, g1(ti), g2(ti))q

=
r

R
q

√√√√d/3∑
1

F (0, 0, 0)q

=
r

R
q

√
d

3
F (0, 0, 0)q

=
r

R
(
d

3
)1/qF (0, 0, 0) = Λ,

proving the claim.

Definition 37. We define Λ = r
R (d3 )1/qF (0, 0, 0), where F is defined as in Definition 32.
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Next, we compute upper and lower bounds on Λ, both of which will be useful for subsequent lemmas.

Lemma 38. 1
9 < Λ < 1

3 .

Proof. By definition, Λ = d
3

1/q
F (0, 0, 0). Substituting the definition of f , we see that F (0, 0, 0) =

q

√
| 1√
d
|q + | 1√

d
− 2∆

3 |q + | 1√
d

+ 2∆
3 |q, and consequently,

31/q| 1√
d
− 2∆

3
| ≤ F (0, 0, 0) ≤ 31/q| 1√

d
+

2∆

3
|.

By definition, 2∆
3 < 1

2
√
d

. It follows that

r

R

d1/q

2
√
d
< Λ <

r

R

3d1/q

2
√
d
.

Finally, since r
R = 2

√
d

9d1/q
, substituting this yields 1

9 < Λ < 1
3 , as desired.

Next, we show that for all Da ∈ Π, the aspect ratio (Definition 9), ρ(Da), is bounded by a constant.

Lemma 39. For all Da ∈ Π, we have ρ(Da) ≤ 18
√

3.

Proof. We first bound the `2 margin, γ(Da) (Definition 8). Recall that the margin, γ(Da) is described as the largest possible
`2 distance from the support of Da to the decision boundary of a linear classifier. Thus, we can lower bound γ(Da) by
computing the distance from the support of Da to Ha, the decision boundary of fwa,1 (Definition 25).

By referring to Figure 4 (in Section B.1.1), it becomes clear that the closest point (under the `2 margin) from S− to Ha is
the point vi + (ai − λa)u, for some value of i. Thus it suffices to compute the `2 distance from this point to the plane Ha.

Recall that by Lemma 26, the point vi + aiu satisfies 〈wa, vi + aiu〉 = 1, and consequently must lie on the hyperplane Ha.
Let D denote the `2 distance from vi + (ai − λa)u to Ha. Since wa is the normal vector to Ha, it follows that

D = 〈vi + aiu− (vi + (ai − λa)u),
wa

||wa||2
〉

=
〈λau,wa〉
||wa||2

(1)
=
〈Λu,wa〉
||wa||2

(2)
=

Λ d√
d+da

||wa||2

(3)
=

Λ d√
d+da√∑d

1

(√
d+da−dai
R(
√
d+da

)2

=
RΛ√∑d

1( 1√
d

+ a− ai)2

(4)
=

RΛ

f2(a)
.

Here, (1) holds by Lemma 36, (2) holds by Lemma 26, (3) holds by Definition 25, and (4) holds by Definition 22.

Next, observe that since Da ∼ Π, we must have a ∈ [ 1
2 −∆, 1

2 + ∆]d. Thus it follows that ||a− ( 1
2 ,

1
2 , . . . ,

1
2 )||2 ≤ ∆

√
d.

However, by applying Lemma 28, we also see that f2 is 1
d2
√
d

-Lipschitz over [ 1
2 −∆, 1

2 + ∆]d. Thus, it follows that

f2(a) ≤ f2(
1

2
,

1

2
, . . . ,

1

2
) + ∆

√
d

1

d2
√
d
≤ 2,
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with the latter inequality holding from the definition of ∆.

Substituting this and applying Lemma 38, we see that

γ(Da) ≥ RΛ

2
≥ R

18
.

Next, to bound the aspect ratio, ρ(Da), we must also bound the `2 diameter of Da. However, the `s diameter of Da is R
√

3,
since it is the distance from vi + u to vj for i 6= j. Thus, it follows that

ρ(Da) =
diam2(Da)

γ(Da)
≤ R

√
3

R/18
= 18

√
3,

as desired.

Note that a tighter analysis (and selection of ∆) can give a smaller bound for ρ(Da), but the most important fact is that
ρ(Da) = O(1).

B.2. Bounding the expected robust loss

In this section, we finally prove our lower bound, Theorem 14. This will require a few important steps, which we have
separated into the following subsections.

• In section B.2.1, we give a useful lower bound for the loss Lr(f,Da) where f is an arbitrary linear classifier.

• In section B.2.2, we give an explicit computation for the posterior distribution Π|S where S ∼ Dna is the observed
training sample.

• Finally, in section B.2.3, we present the proof of Theorem 14.

B.2.1. BOUNDING THE LOSS Lr(f,Da)

In this section, we find a lower bound on the loss Lr(f,Da) where f is a linear classifier. We begin by first restricting f to
be in the set of classifiers

f ∈ {fwb,1 : b ∈ [0, 1]d},

where wb is as defined in Definition 25. These are precisely the classifiers that have a decision boundary that passes through
some point on every line segment in {[vi, vi + u] : 1 ≤ i ≤ d}. We are able to only consider these classifiers since all other
linear classifiers clearly have a very high loss with respect to Da as they necessarily misclassify at least half the points on
the line segment [vi, vi + u] for some value of i.

We now find an initial lower bound on Lr(fwb,1,Da).

Lemma 40. Fix any Da ∈ Π, and let b ∈ [0, 1]d be arbitrary. Let wb be the vector defined as in Definition 25, and
λb = r

Rfq(b) where f is as defined in Definition 22. Then

Lr(fwb,1,Da) ≥
d(λb − λa) +

∑d
1 |ai − bi|

d− 2dΛ
.

Proof. By Lemma 27, fwb,1 precisely r-separates Db. This implies that for all 1 ≤ i ≤ d,

fwb,1(x) =


1 x ∈ (vi + (bi + λb)u, vi + u]

−1 x ∈ [vi, vi + (bi − λb)u)

not robust x ∈ [vi + (bi − λb)u, vi + (bi + λb)u]

.

Without loss of generality, suppose that bi ≥ ai. The key observation is that for all 1 ≤ i ≤ d, if x ∈ [vi + (ai + λa)u, vi +
(bi + λb)u], then fwb,1(x) = −1 for fwb,1 is not robust at x. In both cases, we see that fwb,1 is either inaccurate or not
robust for all points in [vi + (ai + λa)u, vi + (bi + λb)u].
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This interval has `2 length at least (|ai − bi| + (λb − λa))||u||2. Note that in the case that ai ≤ bi we can get an
identical expression. Thus, combining this for all i, we see that fwb,1 is either inaccurate or not robust for a total length of
[d(λb − λa) +

∑d
1 |ai − bi|]||u||2. Dividing by the total length of the support of Da, we find that

Lr(fwb,1,Da) ≥
[d(λb − λa) +

∑d
1 |ai − bi|]||u||2∑d

1 ||[vi, vi + (ai − λa)u) + (vi + (ai + λa)u, vi + u]||2

=
[d(λb − λa) +

∑d
1 |ai − bi|]||u||2∑d

1 ||u2||(1− 2λa)

=
d(λb − λa) +

∑d
1 |ai − bi|

d(1− 2λa)

=
d(λb − λa) +

∑d
1 |ai − bi|

d− 2dΛ
,

with the last equality holding since by Lemma 36, λa = Λ.

Lemma 41. For all Da ∈ Π and b ∈ [0, 1]d, d(λa − λb) ≤ 1
2

∑d
1 |ai − bi|.

Proof. We have two cases.

Case 1: b ∈ [ 1
2 −∆, 1

2 + ∆]d.

Observe that λb = r
Rfq(b) and λa = r

Rfq(a). By Lemma 28, we see that fq is 1
d2
√
d

-Lipschitz over the domain
[ 1
2 −∆, 1

2 + ∆]d. It follows that

λa − λb =
r

R
(fq(a)− fq(b))

≤ r

R
||a− b||2

1

d2
√
d

=
2
√
d

9d1/q
||a− b||2

1

d2
√
d

<
||a− b||1

2d
,

with the last inequality following since the `2 norm is smaller than the `1 norm. Rearranging this gives the statement of the
Lemma as desired.

Case 2: b /∈ [ 1
2 −∆, 1

2 + ∆]d.

The main idea in this case will be to find b′ ∈ [ 1
2 −∆, 1

2 + ∆]d such that λb ≥ λb′ and such that ||b′ − a||1 ≤ ||b− a||1. We
will then apply Case 1 to get the desired result.

Without loss of generality, assume that b1 ≥ b2 ≥ · · · ≥ bd, and that b1, b2, . . . bk > 1
2 + ∆, bk+1, . . . , bl ∈ [ 1

2 −∆, 1
2 + ∆],

and bl+1, . . . bd <
1
2 −∆ for some values of k and l.

We will construct b′ in four steps. In each of these steps, we will change the values of bi such that neither ||a− b||1 nor λb
are increased. At each step, we let bi refer to its value at the end of the previous step.

Finally, for reference, recall that

λb =
r

R
fq(b) =

r

R
q

√√√√ d∑
1

| 1√
d

+ b− bi|q.

Step 1: We set

bi ←


1
k

∑k
j=1 bj 1 ≤ i ≤ k

bi k + 1 ≤ i ≤ l
1
d−l

∑d
j=l+1 bj l + 1 ≤ i ≤ d

.
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Since a ∈ [ 1
2 − ∆, 1

2 + ∆]d, we see that these operations do not change ||a − b||1, as
∑k

1 |bi − ai| =
∑k

1 bi − ai

and
∑d
l+1 |bi − ai| =

∑k
1 ai − bi. Also, observe that this operation preserves b, and consequently since the function

f(x) = | 1√
d

+ b− x|q is convex, we see that by Jensen’s inequality that λb is not increased by this operation.

Step 2: Let β =
∑k

1(bi − 1
2 −∆)−

∑d
l+1( 1

2 −∆− bi). Then we set

bi ←




1
2 + ∆ + β

k 1 ≤ i ≤ k
bi k + 1 ≤ i ≤ l
1
2 −∆ l + 1 ≤ i ≤ d

β ≥ 0


1
2 + ∆ 1 ≤ i ≤ k
bi k + 1 ≤ i ≤ l
1
2 −∆ + β

d−l l + 1 ≤ i ≤ d
β < 0

.

Observe that this operation cannot increase ||a− b||1, since it doesn’t increase |ai − bi| for any value of i. Furthermore, this
operation also does not change b, and a similar convexity argument on the function f(x) = | 1√

d
+ b− x|q can show that this

does not increase λb.

Finally, if β = 0, we set b′ = b, since we have reached a state such that b ∈ [ 1
2 −∆, 1

2 + ∆]d.

Step 3a: We run this step if β > 0. Let α =
∑d
k+1( 1

2 +∆−bi)
β . We then set

bi ←



{
1
2 + ∆ 1 ≤ i ≤ k
( 1

2 + ∆)(α−1
α ) + bi

α k + 1 ≤ i ≤ d
α ≥ 1{

1
2 + ∆ + β

k (1− α) 1 ≤ i ≤ k
1
2 + ∆ k + 1 ≤ i ≤ d

α < 1

.

In this step, we can similarly verify that ||a − b||1 does not increase (as |ai − bi| is strictly reduced for 1 ≤ i ≤ k by an
exact amount to offset the possible increases in |ai − bi| for k+ 1 ≤ i ≤ d). We also see by the same convexity argument as
usual that this operation reduces λb.

Step 3b: We run this step if β < 0. Let α =
∑d
k+1(bi− 1

2 +∆)

β . We then set

bi ←



{
( 1

2 −∆)(α−1
α ) + bi

α 1 ≤ i ≤ l
1
2 −∆ k + 1 ≤ i ≤ d

α ≥ 1{
1
2 −∆ 1 ≤ i ≤ l
1
2 −∆ + β

d−l (1− α) l + 1 ≤ i ≤ d
α < 1

.

The justification for this step is analogous to 3a.

Step 4: We only run this step if α < 1. Observe that if α ≥ 1, then both Step 3a and Step 3b result with b ∈ [ 1
2−∆, 1

2 +∆]d,
which we set as b′. Observe that in this case, either bi ≥ ai for all i, or bi ≤ ai for all i. Thus we simply set

bi ← b.

This operation does not change ||a− b||1, and it also reduces λb (by a convexity argument).

Step 5: Finally, for all 1 ≤ i ≤ d∆, we set bi = 1
2 −∆ if b < 1

2 −∆ and otherwise set bi = 1
2 −∆ if b > 1

2 + ∆. In both
cases, λb is not changed, and ||a− b||1 is strictly reduced. In this step, we finally set b′ = b. Note that we do not always
reach this step, as it was possible in any of the previous steps to reach some b ∈ [ 1

2 −∆, 1
2 + ∆]d, at which point we would

have simply terminated.
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Conclusion: Through steps 1 through 5, we have found b′ ∈ [ 1
2−∆, 1

2 +∆]d such that λb′ ≤ λb and ||a−b′||1 ≤ ||a−b||1.
By applying Case 1 to b′, we see that d(λa − λb′) ≤ 1

2 ||a− b
′||1. Thus, we have that

1

2
||a− b||1 ≥

1

2
||a− b′||1 ≥ d(λa − λb′) ≥ d(λa − λb),

which implies the result by the transitive property.

From the previous two lemmas, we immediately have the following:

Corollary 42. For all Da ∈ Π and b ∈ [0, 1]d,

Lr(fwb,1,Da) ≥ 1

2d

d∑
1

|ai − bi|.

Proof. We have that

Lr(fwb,1,Da)
(a)

≥
d(λb − λa) +

∑d
1 |ai − bi|

d− 2dΛ

≥
∑d

1 |ai − bi| − d(λa − λb)+
d

(b)

≥
∑d

1 |ai − bi| −
1
2

∑d
1 |ai − bi|

d

=
1

2d

d∑
1

|ai − bi|,

where (a) holds by Lemma 40 and (b) holds by Lemma 41.

B.2.2. COMPUTING THE POSTERIOR DISTRIBUTION, Π|S

Recall that our ultimate goal is to show that

ED∼Π[ES∼Dn [Lr(AS ,D)]] ≥ Ω(
d

n
),

whereA denotes any learning algorithm returning a linear classifier. The main idea for showing this is to “switch expectations”
and realize that

ED∼Π[ES∼Dn [Lr(AS ,D)]] = ES∼Σ[ED∼Π|S [Lr(AS ,D)]],

where Π|S denotes the posterior distribution over Π after observing S. In this section, we fully characterize the distribution
Π|S, and prove several important properties about it.

Recall (Definition 35) that Da ∼ Π is generated by first choosing t1, t2, . . . , td/3 ∼ U[0, ∆
3 ] i.i.d, and then letting

a = (a1, a2, . . . , ad) be a function of t = (t1, . . . , td/3). Thus, to compute the posterior Π|S, it suffices to focus on the
posterior distribution of t|S for any 1 ≤ i ≤ d

3 . We begin by first defining the likelihood of observing S given that it is
generated from parameter t.

Definition 43. Let S = {(x1, y1), (x2, y2), . . . , (xn, yn)} be any set of n points in Rd × {±1}, and let t ∈ [0, ∆
3 ]d/3 be a

vector. Let a ∈ [ 1
2 −∆, 1

2 + ∆]d be defined as in Definition 35. That is, let

• ai = 1
2 + ti.

• ai+d/3 = 1
2 + 2∆

3 − g1(ti).

• ai+2d/3 = 1
2 −

2∆
3 − g2(ti).
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Then we define L(S|t) as the likelihood of observing the set S from Dna . In particular, for any measurable region of points
R ⊆ (Rd × {±1})n, we have that

PS∼Dna [S ∈ R] =

∫
x∈R

L(x|t)dx.

Lemma 44. Let S ⊂ Rd × {±1} be a set with n points. Then for all t ∈ [0, ∆
3 ]d/3,

L(S|t) ∈
{

0,

(
1

(d− 2Λ)||u||2

)n}
,

where Λ is as defined in Definition 37 and L(S|t) is as defined in Definition 43.

Proof. Let Da be an arbitrary distribution in Π. Observe that Da is uniform over the set of all points in its support. Thus for
every point in its support, we have that the likelihood L(x|t) satisfies L(x|t) = 1

(d−2Λ)||u||2 .

Taking the product of this over all points in S, we get the desired result. Note that if S contains some point not in the support
of Da, then the likelihood becomes 0, since the likelihood of observing some point not in the support of Da is 0.

Definition 45. For any dataset S, let PS denote the set of all “permissible” t, that is t ∈ [0, ∆
3 ]d such that L(S|t) 6= 0.

Formally,
PS = {t : L(S|t) > 0}.

We now fully characterize PS when S is drawn from some D ∼ Π.

Lemma 46. Fix n > 0. For all D ∼ Π and S ∼ Dn, there exist intervals (possibly open, closed, half open)
IS1 , I

S
2 , . . . , I

S
d/3 ⊆ [0, ∆

3 ] such that PS =
∏d/3

1 ISi .

Proof. Let S = {(x1, y1), (x2, y2), . . . , (xn, yn)}. Since S ∼ Dn, we see that for 1 ≤ j ≤ n, xj must satisfy xj ∈
[vi, vi + u] for some 1 ≤ j ≤ d. Using this, for 1 ≤ i ≤ d let

s−i = arg max
{xj :xj∈[vi,vi+u],yj=−1}

||xj − vi||2,

and
s+
i = arg max

{xj :xj∈[vi,vi+u],yj=+1}
||xj − (vi + u)||2.

s−i and s+
i can be thought of as the points from S on segment [vi, vi + u] that are closest to each other and labeled as − and

+ respectively. As a default, if no such points exist, we set s−i = vi and s+
i = vi + u.

Next, consider any t ∈ [0, ∆
3 ]d/3, let a ∈ [ 1

2 −∆, 1
2 + ∆]d be defined as in Definition 35. That is, let

• ai = 1
2 + ti.

• ai+d/3 = 1
2 + 2∆

3 − g1(ti).

• ai+2d/3 = 1
2 −

2∆
3 − g2(ti).

The key idea of this lemma is that t ∈ PS (i.e. L(S|t) > 0) if and only if for all 1 ≤ i ≤ d,

[vi + (ai − Λ)u, vi + (ai + Λ)u] ⊆ (s−i , s
+
i ).

To see this, observe that if the claim above holds, then we must have that s−i ∈ [vi, vi + (ai − Λ)u) and s+
i ∈ (vi + (ai +

Λ)u, vi + u], and it consequently follows that all points in S are elements of the support of Da (Definition 24), as all other
points in S are “further” from the interval [vi + (ai − Λ)u, vi + (ai + Λ)u] than the points s+

i and s−i . Conversely, if
L(S|t) > 0, we must have that S ⊆ supp(Da), which immediately translates to the statement above. Thus, it suffices to
find all t such that this condition holds.

To do this, observe that the interval [vi + (ai − Λ)u, vi + (ai + Λ)u] is a line segment of length 2Λ||u||2 that is centered
at the point vi + aiu. Thus, in order for this to be a sub-segment of (s−i , s

+
i ), we only need that ai satisfy vi + aiu ∈
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(s−i + Λu, s−i − Λu). This condition is equivalent to the condition that ai ∈ JSi for some open interval JSi ⊆ [0, 1], where
JSi is only dependent on s−i , s

+
i and Λ (which is a constant). In summary, there exist interval JS1 , J

S
2 , . . . , J

S
d such that

t ∈ PS if and only if ai ∈ JSi for 1 ≤ i ≤ d.

Finally, note that for 1 ≤ i ≤ d/3, ai, ai+d/3, ai+2d/3 are all functions of ti, and moreover these functions are 1-lipschitz,
and monotonic. As a consequence, by taking the intersections of the pre-images of these functions, we find that this condition
holds if and only if ti ∈ ISi where ISi is some interval that is a subset of [0, ∆

3 ]d/3. This proves the claim.

Corollary 47. For any S ∼ D where D ∼ Π, let ISi be defined as in Lemma 46 for 1 ≤ i ≤ d/3. Then the posterior
distribution t|S is equal to the uniform distribution over the set

∏
1≤i≤d/3 I

S
i , where ti is sampled from ISi .

Proof. First, recall that our prior on t is U([0, ∆
3 ]d), where U denotes the uniform distribution. By Lemma 44, we see

that for all t ∈ PS , L(S|t) =
(

1
(d−2Λ)||u||2

)n
, and for all other t, L(S|t) = 0. Furthermore, by Lemma 46, we see that

PS =
∏1≤i≤d/3

1 ISi . Thus, applying Bayes rules gives the desired result.

We conclude this section by lower bounding the expected length of the interval ISi , denoted `(ISi ).

Lemma 48. For an interval (c, d) ⊂ R, we let its length, denoted `((c, d)) be defined as `((c, d)) = d − c. Then for
1 ≤ k ≤ d/3, the expected length (taken over Da ∼ Π and S ∼ Dna ) of the interval ISk is at least Ω( dn ). That is,

EDa∼ΠES∼Dna [`(ISk )]] ≥ Ω(
d

n
).

Proof. Fix any Da∗ ∼ Π, and let t∗ denote the value of t used to generate a (as in Definition 35). We will show that
ES∼Dn

a∗
[`(ISk )]] ≥ Ω( dn ), for all 1 ≤ k ≤ d/3. We begin by explicitly computing the interval ISk .

Fix 1 ≤ k ≤ d/3. Then tk∗ ∈ [0, ∆
3 ]. Assume that t∗k > 0; we will handle the case t∗k = 0 separately. Recall from the proof

of Lemma 46 that for 1 ≤ i ≤ d, we defined

s−i = arg max
{xj :xj∈[vi,vi+u],yj=−1}

||xj − vi||2,

and
s+
i = arg max

{xj :xj∈[vi,vi+u],yj=+1}
||xj − (vi + u)||2.

for 1 ≤ i ≤ d.

Next let t ∈ [0, ∆
3 ]d/3 be a vector, and let a ∈ [ 1

2 −∆, 1
2 + ∆]d be defined as ak = 1

2 + tk, ak+d/3 = 1
2 + 2∆

3 − g1(tk) and
ak+2d/3 = 1

2 −
2∆
3 − g2(tk), for 1 ≤ k ≤ d/3. Note that g1, g2 are the functions defined in Definition 34.

As we argued in the proof of Lemma 46, it then follows that tk ∈ ISk if and only if

[vi + (ai − Λ)u, vi + (ai + Λ)u] ⊆ (s−i , s
+
i ),

for i = k, k+d/3, k+ 2d/3. Finally, as we did in Lemma 46, for each 1 ≤ i ≤ d, we define intervals JSi ⊆ [ 1
2 −∆, 1

2 + ∆]

such that ai ∈ JSi if and only if [vi + (ai − Λ)u, vi + (ai + Λ)u] ⊆ (s−i , s
+
i ).

We now have the following three claims.

Claim 1: Let α = min
(
||s−k −(vk+(a∗k−Λ)u)||2

||u||2 , t∗k

)
. If tk ∈ (t∗k − α, t∗k], then

[vk + (ak − Λ)u, vk + (ak + Λ)u] ⊆ (s−k , s
+
k ).

Proof: First, observe that since s+
k and s−k were sampled from Da∗ , it follows that

[vk + (a∗k − Λ)u, vk + (a∗k + Λ)u] ⊆ (s−i , s
+
i ).
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Consider any tk ∈ [t∗k − α, t∗k]. Then substituting the definitions of ak, a∗k imply that ak ∈ [a∗k − α, a∗k]. Because of this, it
follows that

||(vk + (ak − Λ)u)− (vk + (a∗k − Λ)u)||2 = ||(ak − a∗k)u||2
< α||u||2
≤ ||s−k − (vk + (a∗k − Λ)u)||2,

which implies that vk+(ak−Λ)u ∈ (s−i , vk+(a∗k−Λ)u]. Furthermore, the fact that ak ≤ a∗k implies that vk+(ak+Λ)u ∈
(vk + (ak − Λ)u, vk + (a∗k + Λ)u].

Together, these observations imply the desired result, as it follows that

[vk + (ak − Λ)u, vk + (ak + Λ)u] ⊂ (s−k , vk + (a∗k + Λ)u] ⊂ (s−k , s
+
k ).

�

Claim 2: Let β = min

(
||s+
k+d/3

−(vk+d/3+(a∗k+d/3+Λ)u)||2
||u||2 , g1(t∗k)

)
. If tk ∈ (g−1

1 (g1(t∗k)− β), t∗k], then

[vk+d/3 + (ak+d/3 − Λ)u, vk + (ak+d/3 + Λ)u] ⊆ (s−k+d/3, s
+
k+d/3).

Proof: First, we observe that β is well defined since g1 is a monotonic 1-Lipschitz function, and consequently has an inverse.
Next, we also see that 0 ≤ g1(t∗k) − g1(tk) ≤ β. Substituting the definitions of a∗k, ak, it follows that 0 ≤ ak − a∗k ≤ β
(notice the order switch). At this point, we can apply the same argument as in Claim 1 to get the desired result. �.

Claim 3: Let τ = min

(
||s+
k+2d/3

−(vk+2d/3+(a∗k+2d/3+Λ)u)||2
||u||2 , g2(t∗k)

)
. If tk ∈ (g−1

2 (g2(t∗k)− τ), t∗k], then

[vk+2d/3 + (ak+2d/3 − Λ)u, vk+2d/3 + (ak+2d/3 + Λ)u] ⊆ (s−k+2d/3, s
+
k+2d/3).

Proof: Completely analogous to Claim 2. �.

Combining these claims, we see that if tk ∈ (t∗k − α, t∗k] ∩ (g−1
1 (g1(t∗k) − β), t∗k] ∩ (g−1

2 (g2(t∗k) − τ), t∗k], then tk ∈ ISk .
Since these three intervals all have an endpoint in t∗k, it follows that there is an interval with length η that is a subset of ISk ,
where

η = min(`((t∗k − α, t∗k])), `((g−1
1 (g1(t∗k)− β), t∗k]), `((g−1

2 (g2(t∗k)− τ), t∗k])).

However, by substituting that g1, g2 are 1-Lipschitz, we see that `((g−1
1 (g1(t∗k) − β), t∗k]) ≥ β and `((g−1

2 (g2(t∗k) −
τ), t∗k])) ≥ τ . Thus, it follows that

`(ISk ) ≥ η ≥ min(α, β, τ).

Thus it suffices to show that ES∼Da∗ [min(α, β, τ)] ≥ Ω( dn ).

To do this, observe that

• α||u||2 is the distance from the closest point labeled − on the segment [vk, vk + u] to the point vk + (a∗k − Λ)u

• β||u||2 is the distance from the closest point labeled + on the segment [vk+d/3, vk+d/3 + u] to the point vk+d/3 + (Λ +
a∗k+d/3)u

• τ ||u||2is the distance from the closest point labeled + on the segment [vk+2d/3, vk+2d/3 + u] to the point vk+2d/3 +
(Λ + a∗k+2d/3)u.

Finally, it is not difficult to see that for sufficiently large n, with high probability each of these distances will be Ω( dn ). This is
because with high probability there will be Θ(nd ) points on each of the respective line segments, and we are considering the
closest point among them to some reference point. Thus, it follows that with high probability ES∼Da∗ [min(α, β, tau)] ≥
Ω( dn ), as desired.
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B.2.3. PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER, THE PROOF

We prove the following key lemma, which directly implies Theorem 14.

Lemma 49. Let M be any learning algorithm that outputs a linear classifier. For any training sample of points S =
{(x1, y1), (x2, y2), . . . , (xn, yn)}, we let MS denote the classifier learned by M from S ∼ D. Then it follows that

ED∼ΠES∼Dn [Lr(MS ,D)]] ≥ Ω(
d

n
).

Proof. Let Fn denote the distribution over (Rd×{±1})n defined as the compositionD ∼ Π and S ∼ Dn. That is, S ∼ Fn
follows the same distribution as D ∼ Π, S ∼ Dn. Then we can write the expectation above as

ED∼ΠES∼Dn [Lr(AS ,D)]] = ES∼FnED∼(Π|S)[Lr(MS ,D)]],

where Π|S denotes the posterior distribution of D conditioned on observing S. First, fix any such S. We will bound
ED∼(Π|S)[Lr(MS ,D)]. First, by reparametrizing in terms of t ∈ [0, ∆

3 ]d/3 and applying Corollary 47, we have that

ED∼(Π|S)[Lr(MS ,D)] = Et1∼U(IS1 )[. . . [Etn∼U(Id/3)[Lr(MS ,Da)] . . . ],

where IS1 , I
S
2 , . . . , I

S
d/3 ⊂ [0, ∆

3 ] are the intervals defined in Lemma 46, and a is defined as in Definition 35.

Next, let b ∈ [0, 1]d be such that MS = fwb,1, where wb is defined as in Definition 25. Then it follows from Corollary 42
that

Lr(MS ,Da)] ≥ 1

20d

d∑
1

|ai − bi|

≥ 1

20d

d/3∑
1

|1
2

+ ti − bi|

with the last inequality coming from substituting the definition of ai and (and ignoring ai for i > d/3). We now take the
expectation of this inequality over t1, t2, . . . , td/3. To do so, observe that by simple algebra, Eti∼U(ISi )| 12 + ti − bi| ≥ `(ISi )

4 .
Substituting this, we see that

Et1∼U(IS1 )[. . . [Etn∼U(IS
d/3

)[Lr(MS ,Da)] . . . ] ≥ 1

80d

d/3∑
i=1

`(ISi ).

Finally, by taking expectations over S ∼ Fn, we see that

ED∼ΠES∼Dn [Lr(AS ,D)]] = ES∼FnED∼(Π|S)[Lr(MS ,D)]]

≥ ES∼Fn
1

80d

d/3∑
i=1

`(ISi )

=
1

80d

d/3∑
1

ES∼F [`(ISi )]

=
1

80d

d/3∑
1

ED∼ΠES∼Dn [`(ISi )]

≥ 1

80d

d/3∑
1

Ω(
d

n
) = Ω(

d

n
),

where the last step follows from Lemma 48.

Finally, we can prove Theorem 14.
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Proof. (Theorem 14). First, by Lemmas 27 and 39, we see that Π ⊆ Fr,ρ (provided ρ > 10). Next, by Lemma 49, for any
n there must exists some D ∼ Π such that ES∼Dn [Lr(MS ,D)] ≥ Ω( dn ). Thus selecting this distribution suffices. This
concludes the proof.

C. Proofs for Algorithm 1
This section is divided into 2 parts. In section C.1, we show that for the case in which our data distribution D is linearly
r-separated by some hyperplane through the origin, the desired error bound holds. That is, we prove Theorem 19 under this
assumption.

Next, in section C.2, we show how to generalize Algorithm 1 to arbitrary linearly r-separated distributions, and subsequently
prove Theorem 19 in the general case.

C.1. Origin Case

We begin by precisely stating the conditions required in the “origin” case. We assume the following properties hold for our
data distribution D. We let S+

r and S−r be defined as in section 4.

1. There exists R > 0 such that for all x ∈ S+
r ∪ S−r , ||x||2 ≤ R.

2. There exists a unit vector u ∈ Rd and γr > 0 such that

• Lr(fu,0,D) = 0, where fu,0 denotes the linear classifier with decision boundary 〈u, x〉 = 0.
• S+

r ∪ S−r has distance at least γr from the decision boundary of fw. That is, ||S+
r ∪ S−r −Hu,0||2 ≥ γr.

3. By the previous conditions, it follows that 〈u, yx′〉 ≥ γr for all (x, y) ∼ D, and x′ ∈ Bp(x, r). This is because u is a
unit vector.

Next, before analyzing Algorithm 1, we will first give a slight modification of the algorithm that lends itself to better analysis.
The only difference is that in this new algorithm, we first randomly sample k ∼ {1, 2, . . . , n}, and then only train on the
first r data-points of our training sample.

Algorithm 3 Modified-Adversarial-Perceptron
1: Input: S = {(x1, y1), . . . , (xn, yn)} ∼ Dn,
2: w ← 0
3: k ∼ U({0, 1, 2, . . . , n})
4: for i = 1 . . . k do
5: z = arg min||z−xi||p≤r yi〈w, z〉
6: if 〈w, yiz〉 ≤ 0 then
7: w ← w + yiz
8: end if
9: end for

10: return fw,0

We will show that Algorithm 3 satisfies the guarantees of Theorem 51. We begin with the following, key lemma.

Lemma 50. Under the assumptions above about D, Algorithm 3 makes at most R
2

γ2
r

updates to w.

Proof. Let wt denote our weight vector after we make t updates. Observe that wt = wt−1 +ytxt+z′ where (xt, yt) denotes
the point we made a mistake on, and z′ = arg min|z|p≤r〈w, z〉. Letting x′t = xt + ytz

′, we see that wt = wt−1 + ytx
′
t.

Now the key observation is that (x′t, yt) ∈ S+
r ∪ S−r , and as a result, it follows that 〈u, ytx′t〉 ≥ γr. Using this, we see that

〈u,wt〉 = 〈u,wt−1 + ytx
′
t〉

= 〈u,wt−1〉+ 〈u, ytx′t〉
≥ 〈u,wt−1〉+ γr.
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Thus, by a simple proof by induction, we see that 〈wt, u〉 ≥ tγr.

Next, observe that we must have 〈wt−1, ytx
′
t〉 ≤ 0. This is because wt−1 must missclassify (x′t, yt) (thus failing to be astute

at (xt, yt)) in order for it to be updated. Substituting this, we see that

||wt||2 =
√
〈wt, wt〉

=
√
〈wt−1 + x′tyt, wt−1 + x′ty〉

=
√
〈wt−1, wt−1〉+ 2〈wt−1, x′tyt〉+ 〈x′t, x′t〉

≤
√
||wt−1||22 + 0 +R2,

with the last inequality holding since |x′t|2 ≤ R. Thus, by a simple proof by induction, we see that ||wt||2 ≤ R
√
t.

Finally, since u is a unit vector, it follows that ||wt||2 ≥ 〈wt, u. Substituting our inequalities, we find that R
√
t ≥ γrt which

implies that t ≤ R2

γ2
r

. Since t is the number of mistakes we make, the result follows.

Lemma 51. Let D be a distribution with the assumptions above. For any S ∼ Dn, let fS denote the classifier learned by
Algorithm 3. Then

ES∼DnLr(fS ,D) ≤ R2

γ2
r (n+ 1)

.

This Theorem directly follows from the classic online to offline result (Theorem 3 of (Freund & Schapire, 1999)). For
completeness, we include a proof in our context.

Proof. Fix any n and consider running Algorithm 3 on S ∼ Dn. Let Lt denote the expected robust loss of our classifier
conditioning on k = t, and let L∗ denote the expected overall loss of our classifier. It follows that

ES∼DnL∗ =
1

n+ 1

n∑
t=0

ES∼Dn [L∗|k = t] =
1

n+ 1

n∑
t=0

ES∼Dn [Lt].

Next, let T ∼ Dn+1 be a separate i.i.d drawn sample, and suppose we run the adversarial perceptron algorithm on the
entirety of T (i.e. rung Algorithm 3 on T by setting k = n+ 1). For 1 ≤ t ≤ n+ 1, let Xt be the indicator variable for
whether the tth point in T requires an update on w (i.e. the classifier is not astute at w). There are two important observations
to make.

First, we have that ET∼Dn+1 [Xt] = ES∼Dn [Lt−1]. This is because Xt is an indicator variable for a classifier trained
on precisely t − 1 i.i.d training examples lacking astuteness for a randomly drawn point from D. Second, we have that∑n+1
t=1 Xt ≤ R2

γ2
r

. This is because each
∑
Xt is precisely the number of updates that perceptron makes on T , which is

bounded by Lemma 50. By combining these two observations, we see that

ES∼Dn [L∗] =
1

n+ 1

n∑
t=0

ES∼Dn [Lt]

=
1

n+ 1

n∑
t=0

ET∼Dn+1 [Xt+1]

=
1

n+ 1
ET∼Dn+1 [

n+1∑
t=1

Xt]

≤ R2

γ2
r (n+ 1)

,

as desired.
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C.2. General Case

In general case, we no longer assume that the optimal classifier fu,b passes through the origin. To account for this, we will
need to first adapt our algorithm. The basic idea is to simply append a 1 to the vectors x and increase the dimension d by
1. We are then left with solving a d+ 1 dimensional problem in which the data is once-again separated by a hyperplane
passing through the origin.

We begin with two useful sets of notation.
Definition 52. We use the following notation:

• For any x ∈ Rd and R ∈ R, we let x|R ∈ Rd+1 denote the d+ 1 dimensional vector obtained by appending the value
R to x.

• For w ∈ Rd+1, let ||w||∗q denote the `q norm of the first d coordinates of w.

• For x ∈ Rd+1, let B∗p(x, r) denote all z ∈ Rd+1 such that ||z − x||p ≤ r and such that z and x both share the same
last coordinate.

• For S = {(x1, y1), . . . , (xn, yn)} ⊂ Rd+1 × {±1}, let RS denote maxi 6=j ||xi − xj ||2.

We now propose the following modified version of Algorithm 1, that is capable of handling any dataset, including ones that
aren’t separated by a hyperplane through the origin.

Algorithm 4 General-Adversarial-Perceptron
1: Input: S = {(x1, y1), . . . , (xn, yn)} ∼ Dn,
2: x′i ← xi − x1.
3: RS = diam2(S)
4: w ← 0 ∈ Rd+1

5: Randomly permute S
6: Randomly choose k ∈ {1, 2, 3, . . . , n}.
7: for t = 1 . . . k do
8: if 〈w, yt(xt|RS)〉 ≤ r||w||∗q then
9: z′ = arg min|z|p≤r〈w, z|0〉

10: w ← w + yt(xt|RS) + z′|0
11: end if
12: end for
13: w∗ ← first d coordinates of w
14: b← the last element of w
15: Return fw∗,〈w∗,x1〉−bRS

The basic idea of the algorithm is to first translate S so that one point is the origin, and then append RS to every vector
in S so that each vector is now d+ 1 dimensional. After doing this, we apply Algorithm 1 as before with one important
difference: for our adversarial attacks, we make sure to not change the last coordinate.

We now show that this algorithm has a similar performance to our old algorithm. We first prove a helpful lemma.
Lemma 53. Let D be any linearly r-separated distribution, and let S ∼ Dn such that S has positively and negatively
labeled examples. Let x′i = xi − x1 for 1 ≤ i ≤ n. Then the following hold.

• There exists a unit vector u ∈ Rd+1 such that for all (xi, yi) ∈ S, minz∈B∗p(x′i)
〈u, yi(z|RS)〉 ≥ γr(D)√

2
.

• For all (xi, yi) ∈ S, ||x′i|RS ||2 ≤
√

2diam2(D).

Proof. Without loss of generality, we will assume x1 = 0 so that we can safely ignore the differences between x′i and xi.
Since D is r-separated, there exist w, b (with w a unit vector) such that

〈w, zy〉 ≥ by + γr(D),
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for all (x, y) ∼ D and z ∈ Bp(x, r). Furthermore, since x1 = 0, it follows that ||x||2 ≤ diam2(D) for all (x, y) ∼ D. This
immediately implies that ||xi|RS ||2 ≤

√
diam2(D)2 +R2

S ≤
√

2diam2(D), yielding the second part of the lemma.

For the first part, observe that we can rearrange the equation above, we see that

〈w| − b

RS
, zy|RS〉 ≥ γr(D).

The key observation is that the first equation implies that b ≤ RS . This is because S contains positively and negatively
labeled examples, and consequently 〈w, xi〉 ≥ b+ γr(D) > b for some xi such that |xi| = RS . Thus, it follows that the

unit vector u =
w| −bRS√
1+b2/R2

S

has the desired property, by observing that
√

1 + b2/R2
S ≤
√

2.

Lemma 53 allows us to analyze the performance of Algorithm 4. The basic idea is that our performance on the transformed
data in Rd+1 is isomorphic to its performance on the data in Rd. As a consequence, we can apply the same argument as in
Theorem 51 to get a bound on the error estimate. However, this bound must be given in terms of the diameter and robust
margin of the transformed data: quantities that have been bounded in Lemma 53. Thus, putting this all together, Theorem
19 follows.

D. Details for Kernel Algorithm
Next, we find analogs of linear r-separability and the robust margin when considering kernels. First, we define an embedding
function.

Definition 54. Let K : Rd × Rd → R+ be a kernel similarity function. Then there exists a Hilbert space H and map
φ : Rd → H such that for all x1, x2 ∈ Rd, we have

K(x1, x2) = 〈φ(x1), φ(x2)〉.

We call φ the embedding function and H the embedding space.

The key idea of this section is that Kenrel classifiers correspond to linear classifiers in embedded space. This is the essence
of the “kernel trick.” Formally, we have the following, well-known theorem.

Theorem 55. Let K : Rd × Rd → R+ be a kernel similarity function. Let T = {(x1, y1), . . . , (xm, ym)} ⊂ Rd × {±1}
be a set of labeled points, and α ∈ Rm be a vector of m real numbers. Then for all x ∈ Rd, we have that

m∑
i=1

αiyiK(xi, x) =
〈 m∑
i=1

αiyiφ(xi), φ(x)
〉
.

Because of this, if we let w =
∑m
i=1 αiyiφ(xi), then the kernel classifier fkT,α satisfies fkT,α(x) = fw,0(φ(x)), where the

latter classifier is the linear classifier in H with weight vector w.

The main idea behind Algorithm 2, is that it corresponds to running Algorithm 1 inside the embedded space of the kernel K.
In particular, the kernel-perceptron update step precisely corresponds to the dual-form of the perceptron-update step inside
embedded space. It follows from Theorem 55 that the following algorithm is identical to Algorithm 2.

Algorithm 5 Adversarial-Kernel-Perceptron
1: Input: S = {(x1, y1), . . . , (xn, yn)} ∼ Dn, Similarity function, K,
2: w ← 0
3: for i = 1 . . . n do
4: z = arg min||z−x||p≤r yi〈w, φ(z)〉
5: if 〈yiw, φ(z)〉 ≤ 0 then
6: w = w + yiφ(z)
7: end if
8: end for
9: return fw,0 ◦ φ
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In particular, by comparing Algorithms 2 and 5, we have by Theorem 55 that for all time steps t,

w =
∑

(z,y)∈T

yφ(z).

Therefore, to analyze the performance of Algorithm 2, it suffices to analyze Algorithm 5. However, we already have built to
the tools for doing this: all of the results from Section C.1 apply to Algorithm 5 since the only difference is replacing Rd
with H , the embedding space of K.

We now proceed by giving the corresponding assumptions on D needed for Theorem 21. We begin by first defining
(K, r)-separability and K-robust margin, γr,K , the Kernel analogs of linear r-separability (Definition 12) and the robust
margin (Definition 17).

Definition 56. For any r > 0, a distribution D over Rd × {±1} is (K, r)-separable if there exists a kernel classifier fKS,α
such that Lr(fKS,α,D) = 0.

To define the K-robust margin, we will once again need the sets S+
r and S−r defined in equation 1 (top right of page

7). Recall that these sets denote the positively and negatively labeled elements from supp(D) including all adversarial
perturbations of those points.

Definition 57. Let D be a (K, r)-separable distribution over Rd × {±1}. Then D has K-robust margin γr if γr is the
largest real number such that there exists a kernel classifier fKT,α, such that the following conditions hold.

1. Lr(fKT,α,D) = 0.

2. Let φ,H be the embedding function/space of K, let w =
∑

(z,y)∈T yφ(z), and let Hw = {z ∈ H, 〈z, w〉 = 0} be the
decision boundary in H of fKT,α. Then for all x ∈ S+

r ∪ S−r , φ(x) has `2 distance at least γKr from Hw inside H . That
is,

inf
x∈S+

r ∪S−r
inf
z∈Hw

√
〈φ(x)− z, φ(x)− z〉 = γKr .

We now state the main theorem giving the performance of Algorithm 2.

Theorem 58. Let D be a distribution over Rd × {±1} such that the following conditions hold.

1. There exists R > 0 such that for all x ∈ S+
r ∪ S−r , 〈φ(x), φ(x)〉 ≤ R2.

2. D is K, r-separable, and has K-robust margin γKr > 0.

Then for any S ∼ Dn, if fkT,α denotes the classifier learned by Algorithm 2, then

ES∼Dn [Lr(fkT,α,D)] = O

(
(γKr )2

R2(n+ 1)

)
.

Proof. The key idea is to observe that Lemmas 50 and 51 both directly translate from Algorithm 4 to Algorithm 5. In
particular, neither proof used the dimension, d, of Rd, and consequently would equally apply to even an infinite dimensional
Hilbet Space, H . Thus, the proof is completely analogous to the proof of Theorem 51.


