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Abstract

We distinguish among people all the time, on the basis of all sorts of traits and for a myriad of
reasons. Sometimes doing so is clearly permissible. Sometimes doing so is clearly impermissible.
And sometimes people disagree about whether particular policies or practices are permissible or
not. What explains which are which? There are no simple answers. Rather, philosophers and
legal scholars have different ideas about which instances are wrongful discrimination and why. In
addition, they disagree about what evils discrimination law aims to eradicate. In this talk, I will
survey the different answers that scholars give to these questions and the debates these various
approaches give rise to.
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